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F a friend tells you of a new device that saves you H 

time and money, or gives you a hint of something 
to improve the efficiency of home, or business, or 
Sunday-school, you think of him again when you 
want to make things go better. Hence many readers 
of The Sunday School Times turn not only once, but 
i| week after week, to the advertising columns of this 
paper. Do you? 




















Forgiveness 
By Roy Temple House 


“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 


UST how do you forgive a debtor, friend? 
Do you call in the countryside to view, 
Cancel his papers with a martyr-air, 
Speak words of pardon ostentatiously, 
Then bear that pardon ever with you, like 
An ugly, poisoned pin, to prick him with 
And make his life a burden? 


; If ’twere so, 
And if God listened to your daily prayer, 
How would you prosper in that Heaven which 
Is built on His forgiveness? 








** What is. That in Thine Hand?” 


Your life-calling may be very useful to God. 
Moses’ was. At the Burning Bush God took his shep- 
herd’s crook, the tool of his calling (Exod. 4: 2-5), 
and putting it back in Moses’ “cleansed hand swayed 


by a new heart” (Exod. 4:6, 7), it became “the 
rod of God” (Exod. 4:20). David Livingstone gave 
God his knowledge of medicine, and God made hira 
a pioneer missionary physician, whose diagnosis of 
Africa as “the open sore of the world” dotted the 
Dark Continent with mission stations. C. I. Scofield 

ve God a judicial training and logical mind, and 

od used them to bless the modern world with a 
matchless reference Bible. James H. McConkey gave 
God the same training, and his wonderfully used 
“Three-fold Secret of the Holy Spirit” has made clear 
much of the deep truth on this subject. They said 


that Charles M. Alexander was cut out for a great 
band leader, and perhaps he would have held his 
own with Sousa, but thousands owe their salvation 
to his song leadership. Have you given your life- 
work to God, that he may glorify the task, and glorify 
Himself through you? 

a 


God’s Nick of Time 


Not what man but what God is doing in human 
affairs is the important thing. Marvelous men are 
doing marvelous things to-day. World wars and 

ace conferences, and a new map of the world! 
ut do we realize that an unseen hand is moving 


‘the pawns upon the universal chessboard? Obey- 


ing the decree of an emperor, a peasant and his wife 
moved from one town to another to be enrolled for 
taxation. Says a fine old commentator quaintly, 
“Mary had up to this time been living at the wrong 
Se for Messiah’s birth. A little longer stay at 

azareth, and the prophecy would have failed. But 
lo! with no intention on her part, much less of 
Caesar Augustus, to fulfill the prophecy, she is 
brought from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and in that 
nick of time....her Babe is born.” And then this 
commentator quotes Bishop Hall, “Every creature 
walks blindfold; only He that dwells in light 
knows where they go.” Are you reading current 
events in the light of the “Jord of God? 


~ 
Suffering Awaiting Completion 


Christ came to suffer as well as to serve. And 
the servant is not better than his Lord. Paul spoke 
of filling up “that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ” (Col. 1:24), and prayed earnestly that he 
might know “the fellowship of His sufferings.” Peter 
wrote, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at finding 
that the scorching flame of persecution is raging 
among you to put you to the test—as though some 
surprising thing were accidentally happening to you” 
(1 Peter 4:12, Weymouth’s Translation). It is just 
our privilege to “do our bit” in the way of suffering. 


And we are to rejoice in it—this is the invariable 
exhortation in the Scriptures. For it means glory 
and gladness (1 Peter 4:13, 14) and reigning with 
Him (2 Tim. 2:12). e one has suggested that 
while it ordinarily required seven hours for Roman 
crucifixion to end in death, our Lord ag upon 
the cross only six hours, and that which is lacking, 
of the gods worshiped in old times, which shows that 
boy and his father were talking about suffering for 
the name of Christ, and of the possibilities of mar- 
tyrdom, the crowning glory of this kind of suffering, 
in mission lands, and even nearer home— who 
knows?—in days to come. And the boy said, “It 
will be quickly over, won’t it, father?” Yes, it will 
not be long, as one is to six; perhaps one-seventh of 
what our Lord endured in that grand vicarious life 


and death. 
; Fat 
Idolatry, Then and Now 


Every man needs a god. Every man has a god. 
There is that in man which requires that he wor- 
ship. Dr. G. Campbell Morgan points out, in his 
illuminating booklet, “The Ten Commandments,” some 
of the gods worshiped in old times, which shows that 
modern idolaters are bowing down to preity much the 
same old gods, There was the fiery-armed Moloch, 
who devoured living sacrifices; and how the world 
has been worshiping Cruelty in the last few years! 
There was Baal, a god of bestiality, and the hun- 
dreds of thousands of fallen women that walk the 
streets of the world’s great cities are high priestesses 
to men who:worship in the temple of lust. Mammon, 
too, has many shrines. And then Habakkuk describes 
a man who “sacrificeth unto his net, and burneth in- 
cense unto his drag; because by them his portion is 
fat, and his food plenteous.” That is a ‘combination 
of law-breaking which smashes the Two Tables at 
both ends at once! Is the ancient fisherman the only 
offender? How subtle idolatry is! Israel was fash- 
ioning and worshiping a false god while ng iy was 
“talking to Moses about worshiping only the true God. 
Is it possible that while we teach the First Command- 
mént to children, Sunday-school class, or congrega- 
tion, we are ourselves worshiping some false god? 


Has the War Reconstructed Religion ? 


Commencing the series ‘‘ Religious Perils from the War.’”’ 


fore the great war? Did the Christian church 

ever know what true religion was before? An 
evangelist goes to the front and spends much time 
with the then, even in the front line trenches. He 
then writes in a popular American magazine: “I 
have learned from these boys what religion is. .... 
This war is reconstructing the old theological ideas. 
And it’s the boys in the first line trenches who are 
doing this rebuilding.” 

A newspaper headline reads: “U. S. Armed 
Legions Aid New Religion.” The news article under 
this heading begins, “America’s armed legions, sent 
across the seas to crush autocracy, are the fighting 
evangelists of a new religion for the world, .... the 
Rev. Mr. asserted to-day before a joint meet- 
ing of the Young Men’s Christian Association and 
the Young Men’s Hebrew Association.” This min- 
ister of one of the leading evangelical Protestant 
denominations in the United States went on to say, 
according to the news article: “I have it direct from 
a captain who has been through the fire that our men 
abroad have ceased praying and worrying God. .... 
Our men and the fighting men of Britain and France 
are laying the foundation now for the great religion 
of the future on both sides of the water.” 

A news letter sent out by the Chautauqua Press 
Bureau last summer told of a Ministers’ and Chris- 
tian Workers’ Week, in which the program was to 
center about “The Church’s Next Step Forward.” 
Among the topics to be taken up were, “The Church’s 
Next Step Forward in Biblical Interpretation,” and 
“The Church’s Next Step Forward in Theological 
Reconstruction.” And the first speaker named, in 


D*«: the world know what true religion was, be- 





the program of the week, was the dean of a theologi- 
cal school which is the leading exponent of the de- 
structive Higher Criticism in America. 

The Central Branch of a great city Y. M. C. A. 
issues a handsomely printed folder entitled “First 
Step in Reconstruction.” This folder announces a 
program of conferences to be held Sunday afternoons 
for two months and a half “for leaders of informa- 
tion bureaus in associations, churches, clubs, civic 
organizations, and other centers.” Here are some of 
the topics for the ten weeks: War Risk Insurance; 
Problems of Employment and the Returning Man; 
Re-Education of Disabled Men; Educational Desires 
and Needs of Returning Men; Legal and Business 
Counsel Returning Men Will Seek; Creating and 
Maintaining Health Standards; Newer Standards 
in Industrial Relations. There are many interesting 
sub-topics under the ten main topics. Yet not one 
of the ten main topics, nor one of the scores of sub- 
topics; even mentions Christianity or religion. Even 
the educational and vocational topics do not suggest 
any religious calling as a possibility. Is this the “re- 
constructed religion” that the war has brought about? 

The Literary Digest, last autumn, began an article 
which made quotations from two different journals 
with the statement; “One doctrine of our old Calvin- 
ism seems to be absolutely reversed by the war. Orig- 
inal sin has been replaced by original goodness. The lat- 
ter, and not the former, is the fundamental fact in 
human nature, according to a letter written to the 
London ‘Nation’ by Captain .’ This officer 
speaks of the importance of the “frank abandonment 
of obsolete forms.” 

The president of one of the largest business cor- 
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porations in its line in the United States recently 
sent to the Editor of The Sunday School Times the 


printed copy of an address he had heard a prominent _ 


minister give before an association of business men. 
This minister had had wide experience, recently, 
among working-men, and told of his services among 
workmen who were helping to win the war. His 
address was punctuated frequently by quoted expres- 
sions “damn” and “hell.” It was a straight-from-the- 
shoulder message from a man to men, and the 
speaker is a man of magnetic power, but the corpo- 
ration president says that another business man, of 
a rather rough type, said to him after it was over, 
“We business men may like to use cuss words in our 
conversation, but I don’t like to hear a minister do 
it.” Has the war so “reconstructed religion” that 
those who are supposed to be equipped to give re- 
ligion to men of the world are now to do it with 
Gromes effectiveness in such a way as this minister 
used? 

“A really startling radicalism,” writes a brilliant 
religious journalist in a daily newspaper, a man who 
has seen much of European countries during the war, 
“pervades the thinking of the armies, and of the chap- 
lains, and of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
workers who have been long with the troops.... No- 
body cares a cootie for ‘orthodoxy.’ Old usages and old 
creeds seem to have succumbed to the U-boats or 
some other force, on the way over. All things, from 
the very existence of a Supreme Being to the right 
of a church to exist, have had to face the challenge 
of this new, emancipated, free-thinking, audacious 
war mind.” ‘ 

The name of the greatly beloved Donaid Hankey 
is a name to conjure with; and his books, “A Student 
in Arms” and “The Church and the Man,” have had 
wide influence. A Unitarian paper, reviewing “The 
Church and the Man,” gives this paraphrase of 
Hankey: “The Average Man would join the church. 
Coming to some of the requirements, he asked the 
pen: ‘Can’t you cut them out? Do you steadfastly 
»elieve that Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, and 
that He went down into Hell, and ascended into 
Heaven, and that he will come to judge the quick 
and the dead? And do you really believe in the res- 
urrection of the flesh?— because I’m hanged if I do.’ 

“*The Church has always affirmed that Christ was 
born of a Virgin,’ said the padre, ‘though I don’t feel 
strongly about this point of doctrine. As for going 
down and ascending, I think I should put it differ- 
ently. As for the second coming, I believe in it as a 
possibility rather than as a certainty. I believe in the 
survival of a personality, which is the only important 
thing about the resurrection of the flesh.” 

‘Then “the Average Man,” according to Hankey, 
being unwilling to “make a public and solemn con- 
fession of faith with all sorts of mental reservations,” 
decides that the only thing to do is to “avail one’s 
self of the liberties allowed in the Church, and work 
from within.” That is, to reconstruct religion. 


These are but a few of the unnumbered multi- 
tudes of published statements and public utterances of 
the same sort that have been flooding press and 
pulpit and platform, since soon after the war started, 
and are still continuing. Is it to be wondered at that 
a great missionary leader of clear vision said to a 
friend, who asked his opinion about a certain book 
on the war that touched on religion, “The religion 
in most books about the war is bad.” That is terribly 
true. At the same time the need for true religion is 
terribly real, pathetic, tragic. “I was more than ever 
impressed,” wrote Sherwood Eddy last autumn, “with 
the need and opportunity for the work of the Y. M. 
C. A. among our troops at this critical time. The 
men are open and hungry for a straight, virile mes- 
sage on the eternal realitiis without camouflage. I 
found them wonderfully responsive.” 

And a Massachusetts reader of The Sunday School 
Times who writes that his own pastor “is one who 
has not lost his bearings in the tangle of non-Chris- 
tian propaganda which has been dumped upon us dur- 
ing the last few years, and especially since our beys 








The series of articles on “ Religious Perils from the 
War,” of which this is the first, will discuss the follow- 
ing topics: 

Was There a Calvary in France ? 

Does Men’s Supreme Sacrifice Save Them ? 
Rehabilitating the Doctrine of Hell 

A New View of Immortality 

Is Deed Now Greater than Creed ? 

Is There a New Virility in Religion? _ 
Communicating with Our Loved Dead 
Mistaking Helpfulness for Religion 

Did This War Mean Universal Brotherhood ? 
May We Pray for the Dead ? 

Did This Baptism of Blood Cleanse the World ? 
Mistaking the “‘ Spiritual ’’ for the Spiritual 
Is Patriotism Religion ? 

Will All Creeds Now be United ? 

ds Most Human Nature Good, Not Bad ? ? 
Fs Orthodoxy Now Obsolete ? 


“ 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“One man of you shall chase a 
thousand ; for Jehovah your God, 
he it is that fighteth for you” 

(Josh. 23 : 10) 














went across, voices this plea: “Would to God that 
some voice in America might speak loud enough to 
arouse her Christian people to a sense of the peril 
that confronts us in this ‘new religion’ that they tell 
us our boys will bring us from overseas. I fear some 
of it was ‘made in Germany’ before the war.” 

True religion never can be reconstructed. For there 
is only one true religion, and it was made by God him- 
self,—made perfect, complete, unimprovable, unchange- 
able, eternal. That true religion is the Word of God: 
both the written Word, the Bible, and the incarnate 
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Word, Jesus Christ. Neither Word of God can be 
reconstructed, any more than can God himself. Both 
are given of to man in a revelation so clear 
and simple that the wayfaring man who really wants 
to know, and who comes to Cod with a sense of need 
and in conscious helplessness, in readiness to sur- 
render himself to God and to believe God, will be 
shown his salvation and eternal blessings in Christ. 
God pledges his word to this; and God’s word can- 
not return unto him void.’ 

Whenever we hear anything said about a recon- 
structed religion because of the war, or because of the 
world-needs now following the war, let us remember 
the old couplet, 


“If it’s new, it isn’t true; 
And if it’s true, it isn’t new.” 


The faith has been “once for all delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). Those who have received Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, and with him the Bible as the all- 
sufficient Word of God, are rejoicing that they need 
nothing better because they already have the infi- 
nite and wumnsearchable riches of Jesus Christ, 
who is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 





Where is the Church 
During the Millennium ? 


When the Lord comes and takes his Church out of the 
world, where will it be until the thousand years are 
ended?—A Kansas Reader. ° 


After describing the Rapture of the Church (1 
Thess. 4:17), Paul adds, “So shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” Nevermore to be separated from him! 
The Church evidently then will be with the Lord 
during the thousand years; and after that first thou- 
sand, reigning over the millennial earth with him also 
wherever he may be in the “new earth” or “new 
heavens” (Rev. 21:1) during every other thousand 
years that melt away into the cycles of eternity! 

Where will the Lord be during “the thousand 
years” —the Millennium? Swaying the sceptre of 
universal dominion from the throne of his father 
David in Jerusalem (Luke 1: 32;. Isa. 9:6, 7). The 
Church will share his reign with him (2 Tim.:2: 12; 
Rev. 5:10; 2:26, 27; 3:21; 20:6). 


: i 
Are Lying and Killing Different ? 


In your exposition of a lesson last November the 
point was made, very properly, that a lie may be told 
by act as well as by spoken word: that Jacob was 
lying as truly when he permitted his father to feel 
the hair on his arms and so infer that it was Esau, 
as when he said, “I am Esau.” And I believe the 
application can be still wider: apart from lying words, 
and lying acts, silence (a mere failure to speak the 
truth) is in itself a lie, when from that silence others 
are led to infer that which is not true. 

I cannot too strongly agree with the principle that 
a lie cannot be justified on the principle of being simply 
a wrong method to attain a right end. The real ques- 
tion is this: is a statement of an untruth, in every 
case, morally wrong, and therefore in every case, in 
the moral sense, a lie? 

If a lie is in all cases a sin against God, then the 
question arises:: Is not the same to be said of those 
portions of the Word which teach the- sacredness of 
human life, the duty of non-resistance, and of showing 
mercy to our enemies? Why, in the nature of the 
ease, should a statement of fact which is inexact be 
in all cases wrong, while on occasion human life may 
be taken, evil may be resisted, and mercy may be 
denied an enemy?—An Iowa Reader. 


The difference between lying and killing is that 
killing is not in itself wrong, while lying is. 

Killing is not necessarily contrary to the nature 
of God; lying is. 

God cannot authorize man to do that which He 
cannot do himself. God cannot lie; he can never 
authorize man to lie. God can kill; he has done so 
countless times; God can authorize man to kill, as 
His representative; and he has done so countless 
times. His Word leaves us in no doubt as to this. 

A manuscript recently submitted for the “Illus- 
tration Round-Table” of The Sunday School Times 
(it was not accepted for publication there), 
quoted from Scribner’s Magazine, gave the follow- 
ing incident: 

“4 Frenchwoman, who was such an ardent advocate 

of the cause that she one day boxed the ears of a 

man who spoke slightingly of France, was riding 

on a subway when she saw a poor woman sobbing. 

She crossed over and sat down beside her, saying, 

“You seem to be in trouble. Can I do anything to 

help you?” 

With a strong German accent the weeping woman 
replied, “Nobody can do anything for me. This let- 
ter has come to-day; and my eldest son has just been 
killed in the trenches. That makes three in the past 
month, and I have no more.” 

The Frenchwoman put out her hand. “Nobody can 
help you,” she answered, “except by sympathizing 


with you. And perhaps you will be willing to accept 
my sympathy when I tell you that my only son is in 
the trenches, and any day a letter may come telling 


me that I have no son.’ 

The German woman, putting out her hand to the other, 
said, “Then you are a German, too?” 

And the Frenchwoman replied, “Yes.” 

It took a woman to make that noble answer, and 
perhaps it could only have been made by a woman of 
France. 


There you have the lie at its best. Its motive was 
utterly worthy, wholly unselfish. No one can criti- 
cize the spirit of that lovely Frenchwoman; every 
one must admire it. But her lie was a pitiable mis- 
take. It was not necessary; no lie ever is necessary. It 
is so evident, in this case, why it was not neces- 
sary; for her to have told the German woman the 
truth that she was a Frenchwoman, while her 
loving sympathy still flowed cut from her heart and 
showed in her face and words, would not have di- 
minished one particle the comfort given,—it would 
rather have increased it. 

But that is not the point. The point is this: God 
is the truth. Satan is the father of lies. Whenever 
we ceme into a situation in which we feel that the 
only thing that now can help is a lie, we are saying 
of that situation that God himself can be of no help; 
we must turn from God to Satan and get his help. 
And to do that is a disaster greater than any disaster 
that could come from telling the truth while trust- 
ing God. 

A: full and illuminating discussion of this much 
discussed question, in many of its variations and ap- 
plications, is given in H. Clay Trumbull’s little book, 
“A Lie Never Justifiable’ (The Sunday School Times 
Company, 75 cents). 

ya 


The Toronto Victorious Life Addresses 


Would you be good enough to give for Canadian 
readers the benefit of your addresses on the Victorious 
Life, as delivered in Toronto in January, by publish- 
ing them in your splendid paper from week to week 
until you give us the complete series? I have been a_ 
believer in that great truth now for ‘more than ten 
years. We thoroughly enjoy your editorials, they are 
so decided on the truth of our Lord’s return and the 
experience of the Victory Life-—An Ontario Reader. 


Canadian and other readers of The Sunday School 
Times who have been interested in the Victorious 
Life Conferences may be glad to know that a volume 
just published, entitled “The Victorious Life,” con- 
tains not only the entire series of addresses given 
by Mr. Trumbull during the special meetings in To- 
ronto, but also rich Bible studies by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, remarkable missionary addresses by Dr. 
W. B. Anderson and Mrs. Alice E. McClure, of 
India; Dr. Jonathan Goforth and Miss Louisa 
Vaughan, of China; Dr. Virginia Blakeslee, of 
Africa, and others, together with many testimonies 
to the personal appropriation and experience of vic- 
tory in Christ, and an interesting historical sketch of 
the origin and growth of these conferences in re- 
cent years. This volume, published by the Board of 
Managers of the Victorious Life Conferences,.is the 
official report of last summer’s conferences, a book 
of about 400 pages, cloth-bound, and may be had for 
$1, postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany. Will you help to spread the blessings of this 
testimony by securing as many copies as you believe 
the Lord would have you take, and distributing them 
to missionary friends on the foreign field and to 
friends. and co-workers at home or within your own 
church? Our Lord Jesus is longing to have all the 
— of his bedy appropriate all their possessions 
in him. 
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A series of simple, 


straightforward messages from the Word of God 


God’s Prophecies for Plain People 


Dean of the 


By William L. Pettingill piscscipnia School of the Bible 





have adopted “Make it plain” as our slogan 
in this Bible Class, we need to be careful 
about definitions as we proceed. 

The dictionary will show you that “rapture” comes 
from the root which means to be caught up. The use 
of the word in connection with the study of prophecy 
is based upon the ‘closing paragraph of 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4, that is, verses 13 to 18: 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. . 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. 


Wise. does the “rapture” mean? Since we 


For this we say unto you by the word of the: Lord, that — 


we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent [i. e. precede] them which are 
asleep. - 

ar the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel,’ and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 


There is no question, I believe, as to the date of 
this Epistle; all agree that it was Paul’s very first 
contribution to the New Testament, and many be- 
lieve it to have been the first written among all 
the books of the New Testament. We shall there- 
fore make no mistake in starting here. 

It is evident that First Thessalonians was written 
in reply to hard questions sent from Thessalonica 
to Paul by his friend and fellow-laborer Timothy. 
The 17th chapter of Acts and the 3rd chapter of 
First: Thessalonians will make this clear. Paul had 
labored in Thessalonica only two or three weeks 
when his enemies drove him out of the city. Since 
his departure many perplexing problems had con- 
fronted the young converts there. Paul had taught 
them that when they turned to God from idols it 
was “to serve the living and true God; and to wait 
for his Son from heaven” (1 Thess. 1:9, 10). He 
had not talked much about the death of believers, 
but since he had gone from them some of their num- 
ber had died. Through Timothy they sent an in- 
quiry to Paul concerning these Christians who were 
dying. What had become of them? and what should 
be their relation to the great ever-imminent event 
of which he had told them, that is, the catching away 
of the church to meet her Lord? 

First Thessalonians is Paul’s answer to this and 
other questions. The dead in Christ were with their 
Lord, and those alive and remaining should in no 
wise precede them when the Lord should come for 
His own. That coming for His own was something 
to be constantly waited for; it might take place at 
any time. Their place was to. serve and to wait. Il 
through the Epistle these things are stressed, and 
in most of the later Epistles of Paul to the churches 
they were among the subjects treated. Nothing is 
more insisted upon than that the saints should be 
continually in the attitude of expectancy in view of 
the imminent rapture of the church. 


“Out from Among Dead Ones’”’ 


The rapture of the church, as is seen from the 
Scripture already quoted, is linked up with the resur- 
rection of the saved. I say “of the saved,” for. the 
lost will not be raised from the dead at the same 
time with the saved. The resurrection of the saved 
“is the first resurrection,” as Revelation 20:5 puts 
it. The whole passage reads: 


And I saw thrones, and they [the armies from heaven — 
19: 14) sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast -[the wicked king of the 13th 
chapter], neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived 
[literally lived again, or revived], and reigned with Christ 
a thousand years. 


Just here it is proper to explain that the word 
“millennium” come from this expression, “a thou- 
sand years.” It comes to us through the Latin mille= 
a ‘thousand; annum=year. The passage goes on: 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
sand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first res- 
rection: on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years (Rev. 20:5, 6). 


Then follows a description of what comes after 
the Millennium, all of which we hope to study to- 
gether at a later point in our series. 

There are, then, two resurrections instead of one. 
And the two are separated from each other by a 


This week it is on 
The‘‘Rapture’’ and the F irst Resurrection 


Articles to follow will take up 


The Marriage Supper and the Wedding 
What Occurs at Christ’s Judgment Seat? 
The Amazing Final Seven Years 

Who Are the Beast and the Anti-Christ? 
The Jews’ Sensational Age-Ending 

Why Only One Great Tribulation ? 
Armageddon — When It Comes 

Christ’s Earth-Convulsing Return 

How Will Christ Judge the Nations? 
When the Jews Become Mankind’s Glory 
If You Were Living in the Golden Age 
Satan’s Life-Story: Past, Present, and Future 
The Judgment at the Great White Throne 
After the Millennium —What ? 


An article already published has dealt with 
The Truth about Christ’s Second Coming 











thousand years.. The first resurrection is premillen- 
nial, or before the Millennium; while the second res- 
urrection is postmillennial, or after the Millennium. 
The first resurrection is only of the saved; the sec- 
ond resurrection is only of the lost. 

But now we need to turn to the 5th chapter of 
John to clear up a point in connection with this part 
of our subject. Here, in verse 24, a resurrection — 
that is, a coming to life from the dead— is de- 
scribed, but it is spiritual resurrection: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; ‘but is’ passed from 
death unto life. 


That is spiritual resurrection, clearly enough; it 
is what takes place when a man is born again. And 
so also it is in the next verse, the 25th: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God: and they that hear shall live. 


Resurrection, Bodily and Spiritual 

This, I say, is spiritual resurrection also; for the 
Lord said, “The hour is coming, and now is.” Bodily 
resurrection is not yet, but spiritual resurrection now 
is. Every time the Gospel is preached — and the Gos- 
pel is certainly “the voice of the Son of God’— 
every time it is preached to lost men, it is preached 
to those that are dead— dead in their trespasses 
and sins. Some will, by the power of the grace of 
God, hear that voice; and they that hear — they 
that hearken—shall live. That is resurrection. It 
is a coming out of death into life. And yet it is 
spiritual, and not bodily, resurrection. 

Now let us go to the 28th and 29th verses of our 
chapter; and there we shall find bodily resurrection: 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 

And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 


Standing by itself, this statement would seem to 
teach a simultaneous resurrection of all, the saved 
and the lost, at the same time. But, let it be noted, 
the “hour” of verse 25 has already lasted for nine- 
teen hundred years. Why, then, should not the “hour” 
of verse 28 endure through the thousand years of 
the Millennium? Even -here, in verse 29, two resur- 
rections are named—one unto life, and one unto 
damnation. In Luke 14:14 the first resurrection 
is called “the resurrection of the just.” 

There are hints in the teaching of the Lord Jesus 
which seem’ to show how his own mind was often 
occupied with anticipation of that great day of the 
rapture of the church and the resurrection of his 
beloved ones. For example, there is the parallelism 
easily traced between his own words in the opening 
verses of John 14 and Paul’s words in the 4th chap- 
ter of 1st Thessalonians already quoted at length 
in-this study: 








What questions in Bible Prophecy would you like 
Mr. Pettingill to answer? If you will write him 
any such questions, addressing him at Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden 
St., Philadelphia, he will answer some of them 
either in his articles or in a ‘‘ Prophecy Question 
Box’’ in connection with this series. 


Our Lord said, “Let not your heart be troubled.” 
Paul said, “Comfort one another with these words.” 

The Lord said, “Ye believe in God, believe also 
in me.” Paul said, “If we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him.” 

The Lord said “If it were not so, I would have told 
you.” Paul said, “This we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord” (literally, by a word from the Lord; that 
is, from the Lord Jesus’ own mouth). 

The Lord said, “I will come again.” Paul said, 
“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven.” 

The Lord said, “and receive you unto myself.” 
Paul said, “We....shall be caught up....to meet 
the Lord in the air.” 

The Lord said, “That where I am, there ye may 
be also.” Paul said, “and se shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” 

The parallel is too complete to be accidental. It is 
of the Spirit of God. 

There is another such parallelism in connection 
with 1 Corinthians 15: 51-54, a passage so. familiar 
as to have lost its point with many. who seem to 
think it has no important place outside the funeral 
ritual. But let us look at it as something new, just 
as if we had never seen it before. Let the mem- 
bers of our class put themselves by imagination in 
the home of, say, Aquila and Priscilla, on the night 
when perhaps the church of Corinth met in their 
house to hear the latest news of their beloved Paul 
(1 Cor. 16:19). The meeting comes to order, and 
some one announces that there is a letter from the 
Apostle to be read to the assembly. Imagine, if you 
can, the tremendous impact upon your own ears when 
the startling language is read: 


Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep. 


Doesn’t Everybody Have to Die? 


In modern phraseology this means: “Listen! I 
have a secret to tell you. Not all of us shall die!” | 

Whatever could the man mean? Everybody knows 
that we must all die. No. That is the great mystery 
now revealed, the wonderful secret never before 
made known. 

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall be all changed, 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

For this corruptible must put on incorruption [literally, 
incorruptibility], and this mortal must put on immortality. 

So when this corruptible shall have put incorruption 
[literally, incorruptibility], and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 


Now, the parallelism. Let the class turn to John 
II: 20-26, and note carefully the language: 

Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the 
house. 

Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. 

But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask 
of God, God will give it thee. 

Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

Martha said unto him, I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead [literally, 
though he die], yet shall he live: 

And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die. Believest thou this? 


Here is language that confuses the commentators, 
and it defies all intelligent or intelligible exposition, 
until the parallelism is seen, to which reference has 
been made. It*is as clear as the noonday sun that 
the Lord Jesus, who was about to eact a minia- 
ture representation of “the resurrection at the last 
day,” had the scenes of that day in mind while talking 
to Martha. When that day arrives—the day of the 
first resurrection — He who is the Resurrection and 
the life will do on a large scale what he did in the 
Bethany burying-ground when he called his friend 
Lazarus out of the grave. But he will also do much 
more than raise dead men to life. On the great day 
that is coming he will speak out of heaven the word 
of power, and “he that believeth in” him, “though 
he were dead”—that is, though since believing he 
has died — “yet shall he live.” As Paul puts it, “the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible.” And as for those 
other believers, those who “are alive and remain,” 
our Lord declares: “Whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die.” Again, the parallel is com- 
plete. It is impossible to regard it as accidental. It 
fits as the hand in the glove. It is of God’s Spirit. 

So, then, death does not await all God’s children. 
Some shall not die. The Lord Jesus may at any 
moment say the word, “Come up hither!” (Rev. 4: 
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1), which shall draw his own—the quick and the 
dead — up to himself in the air. For this we are 
to look, for this we are to wait, and in this hope we 
are to live. Blessed hope! How it should lay hold 
upon us. How it should mould our lives! hat a 
ie that we have not learned it, and been gripped 
b it! for it is written that “every man that hath 
is hope set on Him purifieth himself, even as He 
is pure.” May it be even so with all who follow 
with us in these studies! May every day be lived 
in the power of the God-given truth that before the 
day is ended we may be “caught up....to meet the 
Lord in the air!” 
“Caught up! Caught up! No wing required 
Caught up to Him by love inspired, 
To meet Him in the air. 
Spurning the earth with upward bound, 
Nor casting a single glance around, 
Nor listing a single earthborn sound, 
Caught up in the radiant air! 


“Caught up! with rapture and surprise; 

Caught up! our fond affections rise, 
Our coming Lord to meet. 

Hearing the trumpet’s glorious sound, 

Soaring to join the rising crowd, 

Gazing beyond the parted cloud, 
Beneath His pierced feet! 


“O, blessed! O thrice blessed word! 
To be for ever with the rd, 
In heav’nly beauty fair! 
Up! Up! We long to hear the cry! 
Up! Up! Our absent Lord draws nigh! 
Yes, in the twinkling of an eye, 
Caught up in the radiant air.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins = being 

given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible is being covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 


OPA TF 


Titus 
Household Epistle. Christ our Heavenly Guest 
Key-word: “Adorn” 


Key-text: ‘That they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things” (2:10). 
Outline: 

The Home and the Church (chap. 1). 

The Home and the Community (chap. 2). 

The Home and the State (chap. 3). 

It is the home life that counts in the Foreign 
Field, in Home Missions, in cities and villages, and 
country places over all the land. The Christian 
household is the main evangelizing and civilizing 
agency everywhere, 

Bishops and pastors are here enjoined to set a 
good example before their people and lead them in 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour. 

In First and Second Timothy Paul is speaking 
especially to the traveling preacher or evangelist. 
Here he addresses himself to Titus, the type of the 
settled pastor in the midst of his flock. “Keep the 
home fires burning”; guard the “Light in the Win- 
dow.” 

1. The local Church—“For this cause,” says Paul, 
“left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order 
the things that are wanting [overlooked], and ordain 
elders [pastors] in every city” (v. 5). Establish a 
center and get the work started. One or two families 
are enough. And remember, practically all the reli- 
gion you have is what you have at home and in the 
family circle. 

2. The Community—‘In all things shewing thy- 
self a pattern of good works” (v. 7). The type of 
Christian living, “Like priest, like people.” In every 
pastoral settlement, in fact, the people either go 
with their minister, or he goes with his people, or — 
he leaves; i. ¢., if he has anything like a decent re- 
spect for himself and his calling. 

3. The State—“Put them in mind to be subject 
to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to 
be ready to every good work” (v. 1). And nothing 
so thoroughly puts the people in the proper mind as 
the pastor’s ewn loyal conduct as a Christian and a 
citizen. 

Marginal Notes 
This is the Epistle of Great Doctrinal Statements. 


Here, for example, in 2:11-13, is the Christian’s 
Testimony in this world. “For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvatior 46 all men, hath appeared [the 
Gospels]; teaching us that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world [the Epistles]; 


looking for that blessed hope and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ [Revelation].” 
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We have also, in 3: 4-7, God’s Plan of Salvation, 
in epitome: “But after the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared [Atonement], 
not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost [Justification]; which he shed on us abund- 
antly through Jesus Christ our Saviour [Sanctifica- 
tion]; that being justified by his grace we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” 
[Glorification].” 

There are, in short, Two Appearings and Two 
Adornings: “The grace of God that bringeth salva- 
tion [correctly rendered] to all men, hath appeared,” 
—the appearing of Grace. “Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing,”— the 
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appearing of Glory. “That they may adorn the doc- 
trine,”— our adorning. “Who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us,”— His adorning. 


Marked Texts 


A message to preachers (see Weymouth trans- 
lation): “A man of blameless life, true to his one 
wife, having children who are themselves believers, 
and who are free from every reproach of profligacy 
or of stubborn self will” (1:6). 

A poster for father in his office: “Be temperate, 
grave, sober-minded, robust in faith, in love, in pati- 
ence” (2:2). 

A wall-motto for mother’s room: “Be in conduct 
as becometh consecrated persons” (2: 3). 


OserLIN, Ono. 





Temperance Gains in Many Lands 


Nuggets for your temperance teaching, compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard,} 
Executive Secretary of the Scientific Temperance Federation 





EBISCITES in Great Britain show large ma- 
jorities in favor of war prohibition in many 
places in England, Scotland and Wales. In no 

p tag has there been a majority against it. The 
National Efficiency Board of New Zealand has pro- 
nounced for prohibition as an efficiency measure, 
and the government is being petitioned for an op- 
portunity for the people to vote on it. Economic 
pressure caused by war conditions in Jndia increased 
the demand for prohibition or drastic restriction of 
the traffic in liquor and drugs, and the new outlook 
fo self-government holds out hope that the prepon- 
dering sentiment against drink may find expression 
in legislation when the people have a voice in making 
their own laws. 

The Lower House of the Swedish Parliament voted 
for prohibition early in Ahe war by a majority of 
fifty, but the Upper House defeated the proposal. 

An appeal to the Queen of Holland against the 
waste of grain and coal in the manufacture of spirits 
was quickly followed by an official announcement 
that distillation should cease. 

Many of the 200,000 saloons that existed in Belgium 
at the beginning of the war have gone out of busi- 
ness, and in the reconstruction plans measures are 
proposed for a greatly restricted traffic in alcoholic 
liquors. 

The French National League against alcoholism 
is pushing an energetic educational movement, and 
the women of the country are demanding relief from 
the hardship and inefficiency caused by drink. 

The Danish Temperance organizations are work- 
ing on a program that includes several improve- 
ments in license restrictions, Sunday closing begin- 
ning at 6 P. M. the evening before, temperance in- 
srtuction in the schools, and the segregation of habit- 
ual drunkards. in government institutions. 

Quebec has joined the other Canadian provinces 
in accepting prohibition to go into effect May 1, 1919, 
putting the whole Dominion under dry legislation. 
Wherever the laws have gone into effect the usual 
good results are reported. Orders in Council (March 
11, 1918) forbade the manufacture or transporta- 
tion of alcoholic drinks in prohibition areas through- 
out the Dominion. 

Newfoundland is finding that her revenues are in- 
creasing instead of diminishing urider prohibition. 

The Chilian government has appointed a commis- 
sion to inquire and report on practical methods of 
fighting alcoholism and encouraging the production 
and consumption of non-alcoholic products. 

The National Liberal Party of Panama _ has 
included in its-platform proposals for drastic reform 
= the liquor traffic with a view to ultimate prohi- 

ition. 

This is the outlook abroad from a United States 
that has adopted by more than the necessary major- 
ity of thirty-six states the Prohibition Constitutional 
Amendment. Pennsylvania has just ratified the 
Amendment, making the forty-fifth state to do so. 


No Evil Ally in His Brain.—When Sir Charles 
Napier, the conqueror of Scinde, was struck down 
with sunstroke in India, forty other men. suffered 
in the same way, but he was the only one that sur- 
vived. Asked. how he explained his exceptional ex- 
perience he replied, “The sun found no ally in my 
brain,” meaning no alcohol, as he was a pronounced 
total abstainer—Charles Bailey, Doncaster, England. 


Australia Teaching Children Temperance.—Aus- 
tralia has a National Prohibition League. It adopted 
as one of its activities a movement to secure for 
Australia a system of public school instruction in 
the nature and effects of alcoholic drinks similar 
to that developed in the United States and largely 
influential in bringing about the present widespread 
sentiment in favor of prohibition. After a report 
on the leading features and results of the American 
system and its adoption to a greater or less extent 
in other countries, a special department was created 
in the League, with Mr. ' Page-Hanify as’ Superin- 








tendent, for securing regular instruction on the nature 
and effect of alcohol, in connection with hygiene, for 
the schools of Australia. 


Why Steel Companies Annex Dairies.—The big 
steel companies, according to W. E. Skinner, Gen- 
eral Manager of the National Dairy Show in Colum- 
bus this year, have found it practicable to go into the 
milk business to the extent of buying it wholesale 
and selling it to their workmen at cost. “Men soon 
go to pieces who drink liquor after working over 
hot fires,” he explained to the newspaper reporters. 
“The fires start them on the decline and booze fin- 
ishes it. But manufacturers have found that milk 
not only rebuilds tissue and overcomes the harm 
the heat and ‘flames have done, but it keeps the men 
away from the saloons and thus does double duty.” 


The Men That Stay on the Job.—The problem of 
absenteeism does not trouble one Scotch engineer- 
ing firm' that for a number of years has employed 
only abstainers. While other works report from 15 
to 25 percent of their men absent from work, this 
firm has had only from 1 to 2 percent absent. 


His Experience With Rum in Africa.—Sir Harry 
Johnston tells in the London Daily News of hearing 
himself called “a temperance fanatic” while he was 
attending a meeting in West Sussex for the consid- 
eration of the harm that was being done American 
and Canadian soldiers in public and private drink- 
ing places. He confesses that in the course of time 
he may have become something of a fanatic on the 
subject, and tells why: 

Because in Central Africa he found alcohol far 
harder to fight than the Arabs; because in West 
India he found alcohol the main cause of quarrels 
between the. natives and the white man, between 
the natives. among themselves, the chief stimulant 
of hofrors like cannibalism, secret poisonings and 
the foulest intricacies of fetish worship; the prin- 
cipal cause of laziness among the blacks or deadly 
ill health among the whites; because in South Africa 
he knew only too well that the quarrels between 
British and Boers were_ almost entirely conflicts 
between Scotch or Irish whiskey and Cape brandy; 
that alcohol was the one overmastering incitement 
to the native to rape, rob, revolt and ravage; be- 
cause in India and in East Africa he saw what 
damage the spread of alcoholic habits was doing 
among Orientals and Mohammedans; because he 
had seen the same in Egypt and in Algeria; because 
he knew that as the Jameson raid was provoked, con- 
ceived, born and miscarried in alcohol, so were the 
Ceylon riots and many a Kuli disturbance in Mal- 
aysia. 

College Students Work for Prohibition.—The col- 
lege students of Texas took a large part in the 
movement that led to the ratificatio: of the National 
Prohibition Amendment by that state and also to 
the passage of a state prohibition law. Baylor Uni- 
versity has had a course of study on the subject of 
alcoholic liquors for. several years.. 


The Amount, Not the Degree of Dilution.—Ac- 
cording to recent experiments, there is no foundation 
for the belief that like ‘quantities of alcohol produce 
different effects when taken in different degrees of 
dilution after they have entered the blood, 7. ¢., in 
beer or in wine or in whiskey. Experiments with one 
ounce of alcohol taken in solutions corresponding to 
Pilsener beer (4% percent), to wine (14.5 percent), 
and to whiskey (43.6 percent), showed that the 
fluids of the body contained the same proportion of 
alcohol during the first three hours, whichever solu- 
tion was taken. Thus, the blood carries the same 
proportion of alcohol to the nerves and other tissues 
whether the drinker takes beer or whiskey. Only the 
stomach is in danger of more injury from the 
stronger concentration. The explanation is that the 
difference between the amount of water in beer and 
in whiskey is too small to count in the very large 
amount of fluid circulating in the body. 


































































LESSON FOR MARCH 23 (Josh. 23: 1 to 24 :28) 





For Children at Home 





*“ Button, Button, Who’s Got the Button ?” 
By Minnie Leona Upton 


[t WAS such a bright, beautiful button! It was 
on one side of Big Brother Ben’s cap. Big Brother 
Ben Parker is a Quartermaster in the Navy, and 
his nine-year-old brother Stanley thinks he is the 
finest, bravest Quartermaster in the world. 

Quartermaster Ben was home on a ten-days’ leave 
when that button disappeared. His mother had 
taken the top off his cap, to wash it, and had laid the 
band and insignia and buttons on the broad kitchen 
window-sill, It seemed a perfectly safe place. But 
when Mrs. Parker looked for them, when she was 
ready to put the clean cap top on, one button was 
missing. 

How they searched for it! Mrs. Parker, and Quar- 
termaster Ben, and Stanley, looked high and low. 
But the button stayed lost! 

“Guess we'll have to give it up,” said Quarter- 
master Ben. “I suppose I can get one, of course, 
when I go back to the pier. But it may make me 
a bit of bother, explaining how it was lost.” 

“Never mind!” went on Ben; “we’ve done our 
best to find it, now let’s forget it!” 

That makes me think!” exclaimed Stanley. “I 
almost forgot that it was my afternoon to go and 
read the Clarion to Uncle Tom Gubb. Guess you 
never knew him, Ben; he and Aunt Rilla moved into 
the old Brown house a few months ago. Uncle Tom 
got his eyes ivy-poisoned, and he can’t see to read, 
and Aunt Rilla can’t see any too well. So when the 
Clarion comes, Saturday, I read it to him. It takes 
most two hours. My, but I hate to go, when you’ve 
<7 got till to-morrow, Ben. But of.course I can’t 
skip it.” 

“Of course not,” agreed Quartermaster Ben, “after 
you've enlisted !” 

Stanley’s eyes shone. “It is a sort of enlistment, 
isn’t it, Ben? Well, I’m no deserter!” And he reached 
for his cap, and swung off down the path to the 
gate. 
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Uncle Tom was all ready for his weekly reading, 
and for two solid hours Stanley read —on, and on, 
through local news and world news, and all sorts 
of news. Most of it didn’t seem interesting to him. 
But Uncle Tom Gubb enjoyed it. So he tried to 
feel interested, too. 

Suddenly a rap came at the door. It was Quarter- 
master Ben. ; 

“Come to walk home with you, Bud,” he explained. 

Stanley proudly introduced him to Uncle Tom and 
Aunt Rilla, and Uncle Tom, who had been in the 
Navy in his young days, was soon telling stories 
of the old Navy. Suddenly he was interrupted y a 
loud flapping of wings, and down to the sill flut- 
tered a big shiny black crow. 

“Hello, Jet!” greeted Stanley. “Isn’t he a beauty, 
Ben — Uncle Tom’s chum, he is! He knows a heap, 
I tell you! He’s got a regular museum out under the 
corn-house. Only Aunt Rilla keeps sorting out the 
teaspoons and things, so he doesn’t get ahead as 
well as he should! He likes the look of your buttons, 
all right. Why —” 

Stanley was not the only one who gasped as the 

lossy old robber hopped to Quartermaster Ben’s 

ee, and began to tug away at the remaining but- 
ton. He braced back, and pulled, but the button 
held fast! 

“Hi!” exploded Stanley, suddenly. “I have an 
idea! That old pirate flies all over the neighbor- 
hood. May I look in his museum, Aunt Rilla, just 
on a guess?” 

“Of course you may, Stanley; but what —” 

But Stanley was off to-the corn-house. They saw 
him wriggle under, and disappear. In a minute he 
was wriggling back. He sprang to his feet, and held 
up something that: shone in the afternoon sun. It 
was the missing button! } 

“Oh, Jet, Jet!” scolded Aunt Rilla. “You ought 
to go to jail—if there was any such thing as jails 
for birds!” 

“Not a bit of it!” exclaimed (endieountaier Ben. 
“He just showed good taste. He knows a first-class 
button when he sees it! And it lay there as though 
nobody else wanted it. Anyway, ‘All’s well that ends 
well,” you know. Ready for home, Stan?” 

“Aye, ayé, sir!” said Stanley. 4 

And as they walked up the road, he said, “Say, 
but I’m glad I didn’t desert this afternoon, Ben!” 


Boston. 
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What Moses Remembered at Horeb 


About visiting a darkened temple with Pharaoh and his daughter 
‘By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 








Wil) you not wish to let Dr. Kyle take you and your Sunday-school class, during 
the Review lesson for the first quarter of 1919, that of March 30, on this personally 
conducted and revealing tour of an ancient Egyptian temple ? 


light.” The glorious complete fulfilment+ of 

these words was when the Son appeared and 
spake these words of his work. How many times 
did they have some fulfilment? When was the be- 
ginning of their fulfilment? When was the sunrise 
of the Light of the World? 

These prophetic words have their key hung at 
the door: “They that sat in darkness have seen great 
light.” Does not the sunrise always come to dis- 
pel the darkness? What is the great darkness out 
of which was the: first appearing of “the Light of 
the, World”? 

we 


We appreciate most the glory of a great light when 
we approach it out of the darkness. We will un- 
derstand and appreciate most the revelation in light 
made to Moses at the burning bush only when we 
are able to approach it with behind us a knowledge 
of the Egyptian darkness out of which Moses’ life 
had come. To know the darkness in which a peo- 
ple sit, we must, like Ezekiel of old, go and sit 
where the people sit; must share in some measure 
their hardness of life, their narrowed moral horizon, 
the very circumstances of gloom under which they 
live and which contribute so much to the darkness 
of their life. So, to know the darkness out of which 
Moses’ life had come, the spiritual gloom which en- 
veloped him even in Egypt, the land of “dust and 
sunshine,” we must join him when he is the “son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter” and go with the royal house- 
hold and the bowing multitude into the temples, ap- 
proach the altar and behold the worship of the gods. 

It is—any day, for Egyptian worship knew not 
the weekly Sabbath; or, perhaps, it is a special day 
of one of the gods. The way to the temple is 
crowded with worshipers. Let us join them and see 
into what strange experiences they will lead us. Let 
us “sit where the people sit.” e turn into this 
broad avenue, the Sacred Way, that leads to the 


OT iste that sat in darkness have seen a great 


place of the gods. On either side, in serried ranks, 
are solemn ram-headed sphynxes placed at such fre- 
quent intervals that, in the distance, they seém like 
flocks ranged along the great roadway on either 
side. The Sacred Way passes under this great portal 
with its waving banners overhead. It is the outer 
gateway of the temple. To pass-through it, the road 
narrows and enters a narrower way which soon 
reaches the door cf the temple itself. Again the 
way, though still majestic, natrows. This outer court 
of the temple is fully enclosed, and though spacious, 
the way is shut in, except that it is open toward the 
sky. nother and smaller portal opens to us and 
the solemn company enters a pillared vestibule and 
again the way narrows. The world and the sky 
seem shutting in upon us. The way of the gods is an 
ever narrowing way. 

Now, as we enter this Hall of Columns, we lift 
our feet to a higher level. From this on, every ad- 
vance is an ascent. We are leaving the level of life 
and rising to the level of the fear of the gods. Each 
succeeding compartment of the temple looks down a 
little upon the lower step, just left. The place of 
the god is above, and ever still above. The way that 
is closing in upon us is also compelling us to rise, 
not rapidly, for the halting steps of sinful man ever 
rise but slowly, slowly. Still the place these wor- 
shipers seek is above the level of life. The way of 
the gods is an ascent. 

Now, as we go on, something else eclipses, — yes, 
eclipses —all other impressions. The way has nar- 
rowed upon us, and we must lift our feet to higher 
things to approach even the gods of the heathen 
world; and now it is growing dark. The great, 
towering portals cast black shadows in this Egyptian 
sunlight. The outer court, though open to the 
sky, was subdued and softened. This pillared hall 
is filled with shadows. The blue painted ceiling with 

ilt stars, covering the pillars at either side seems 
ut a darkened imitation, with lighted candles, of 
the blue of the sky over the central open part. 
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We lift our feet to the level of the next doorway 
and enter the Holy Place. This room of solid stone 
is left in darkness only relieved by the narrow high 
windows, like slits in the walls, which fill the place 
with only a soft, subdued and awesome light. Every 
worshiper is hushed. Only the singing of the temple 
choirs and the chanting of the white-robed priest 
break the silence. Yet still here there is no god. 
Yonder great veil closes the portal which leads to 
the room beyond. There dwells the god. That heavy 
curtain admits not one ray of light. Within the 
temple the floor has ever risen higher and higher 
the ever narrowing way has contracted to this small 
naos, where the image of the god stands in abso- 
lute, perpetual darkness. These with whom we have 
come, this great company of silent worshipers, these 
are 
“They that sat in darkness.” 

To the mind of the Egyptian as to the mind of all 
the ancient heathen world, 

God dwells in darkness. 

Another impression has been felt along the way 
until] now it becomes an oppressive weight that fills 
us with awe. Every hand in this company has borne 
a gift, a sacrifice, a bowl of incense, a bountiful sup- 
ply of choice food, something with which to pro- 
pitiate the gods and supply their tables and keep 
them satisfied that they break not forth to blast the 
lives of the people. s the way narrowed and as- 
cended and darkened, an ever deepening hush came 
over the people, until now, in the presence of the 
Holy Place, there are blanched faces as the wor- 
shipers perform their sacred rites or await while the 
priests minister for them, and then, with quickened 
steps, and ever-lightening steps, pass away to the 
joyous life of old Egypt without. The danger of the 
=“ is averted for a little while again, and life may 

e enjoyed. Peace is purchased, and the malicious 
anger of the gods is kept in check for a little time. 
For, in old Egypt, as in all that ancient heathen world 
to those “that sat in darkness,” 

God was dangerous 

They thought that the gods were ever ready, even 
anxious, to break forth and destroy and consume. 
Such was the conception of God with which Moses 
was surrounded in the court of Pharaoh. Every- 
thing was arranged in the religion of Egypt to domi- 
nate the life with the notions that God dwelt in 
darkness and was dangerous. 


Now for forty years, in the open free sunlight 
of the mountains of Midian, Moses has been trained 
to think of God and commune with him in the giori- 
ous light and peace of the desert. Nothing obliter- 
ates impressions like separation from that which pro- 
duces them. Forty years’ separation from Egyptian 
conceptions ‘have left them far behind: ‘The time has 
come when the Lord may send to this world a mes- 
sage of hope, and the messenger is prepared. Those 
who sit in darkness are about to see a great light. 
Moses led his flocks far away from his father-in- 
law’s tents to Horeb. God brought him there to 
see a sunrise. 

The wilderness of Sinai affords many strange 
sights. The herbage is scant. Trees are even. very 
rare. Only the senna bush flourishes in a somber 
grayness. It lives its little life, dies and dries out, 
as only in the desert things do dry out. Occasion- 
ally some accidental fire touches one of these dead, 
dry bushes. A lightning stroke kindles it, or some 
hunter or shepherd strikes his flint under it. It catches 
fire, blazes with fury for a few minutes, and goes 
out forever. 

Moses saw one day a fire in the midst of a senna 
bush. He watched it. Who does not stop and watch 
a fire! But the bush: did not burn. “Moses said, I 
will turn aside now and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burned.” God was in the bush. It 
was not the fire he had at other times seen in the 
senna bushes; it was a theophany by fire, the bright- 
ness of the glory of God thus revealing himself that 
appeared there. The world’s idea of God was that 


he dwelt in darkness-and was dangerous. Here God: 


revealed himself as Light, and the bush was not con- 
sumed. A new message was given to the world that 
sat in darkness: God revealed himself as light and 
announced that he was come to save. : 

It was the sunrise of The Light of the World. 

There had been occasional glimpses of the ap- 
proaching dawn which the Patriarchs had caught. 
And doubtless Moses, in his forty years’ discipline 
and meditation in the wilderness, had been prepared 
in some measure for this revelation, but now first in 
our human history God appeared as the Light of the 
World. It was the sunrise of that day which the 
Son proclaimed as fully come when “they that sat 
in darkness saw a great light.” 

What a blessed conception is that of the Apostle: 
“God of hope!” Yes, “God of HOPE.” God is an 
optimist. He bade the world lift up its eyes to the 
best “best things.” He led Moses around to the 
“backside of the desert” thirteen hundred years be- 
fore the Light of the World in the person of the 
Son of God appeared, and to that ancient world that 
thought he dwelt in everlasting darkness revealed 
himself as The Light of the World. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 23. ISRAEL WARNED AGAINST COMPROMISE 


Joshua 23:1 to 24:28 


Golden Text.—Evil companionships corrupt good morals.—1 Cor. 15: 33 





ee 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

OMETIMES it stimulates a class’ interest in 

being accurate in their knowledge of the Bible 

to “catch” them by a Bible question. For ex- 
" ample, in starting off this lesson, ask the class what 
choice Joshua was offering Israel when he_ said 
“Choose you this day whom: ye will serve.” Don’t 
let them look at their Bibles for the answer. Between 
what alternatives was Joshua oungeee that the 
people choose, in those quoted words? Probably every 
member of your class will give the wrong answer. 
Probably you, the teacher, will give the wrong an- 
swer until you have looked it up. Then tell 
the class that before the lesson is over they may 
discover the right answer. 


Our Background Material 

As we come to the last two chapters in Joshua, 
give the class a glimpse of the book as a whole. 

“Joshua records the consummation of the redemp- 
tion of Israel out of Egypt; for redemption has 
two parts: ‘out,’ and ‘into’ (Deut. 6:23). The key- 
hrase is ‘Moses my servant is dead’ (Josh. 1:2). 

w, of which Moses is the representative, could 
never give a sinful people victory (Heb. 7:19; Rom. 
6:14; 8: 2-4): , 

“In a spiritual sense the book of Joshua is the 
Ephesians of the Old Testament. ‘The heavenly’ of 
Ephesians is to the Christian what Canaan was to 
the Israelite—a place of conflict, and therefore not 
a type of heaven, but also a place of victory and 
blessing through divine power (Josh. 21: 43-45; Eph. 


The government, as before, was_ theocratic; 
Joshua succeeding Moses as the ruler under God. 
“Joshua falls into four parts: I. The conquest, 1-12. 
Il. The partition of the inheritance, 13-21. III. In- 
cipient discord, 22. IV. Joshua’s last counsels and 
death, 23, 24. D 
“The events recorded in jor cover a period of 
creme years (Ussher).” (Scofield Reference 
ible. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

“After many days.... Jehovah had given rest unto 
Israel from all their enemies” (v. 1). Is it better to 
have rest or to have attacks? Under which circum- 
stances was Israel safer? Let the class discuss this; 
and quote James 1:2. 

Jeshua’s first word to the people, in this clos- 
ing message of his life, was “Ye have seen all that 
Jehovah your God hath done” (v. 3). What God does 
is “grace”; what we do is “works.” Ask the class 
to be on the lookout, in studying these two chapters, 
for every intimation of grace, or God’s werk in and 
for Israel. 

God had done many things “unto all these nations 
because of you” (v. 3). actually does things 
to the enemies of his children, because of his chil- 
dren. If we could only see, as God sees, all. that 
he has done unto all our enemies of every sort, 
throughout our life, on our account, we should be 
in the dust in humiliation and awe and gratitude. 

The phrase “Jehovah your God” is used thirteen 
times in chapter 23, says Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1), 
and the phrase “these nations” five times. He points 
out that two ideas sum up chapter 23: Devotion to 
God, and Separation from the Canaanites. Interest- 
ing “comparative” study is suggested in Dr. Thomas’ 
Section L The Lesson’s Main Message, in its last 
paragraph, showing how the four sections of each 
of the two chapters correspond. And Dr. Ellis, on 
this page, suggests an interesting and profitable study 
for any class in the making of comparisons be- 
tween features of this lesson and of other leading 
passages of Scripture. ; 

To show the constant temptation to compromise 
with the sinful nations, use the plan described by Mrs. 
Askew (in her first paragraph), with a map. 
The peril of compromise, and the duty of standing 
wholly aloof from evil is brought out by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas in his second paragraph under Section III, 
The Graded Topics. 

Historical incidents £.6m the Bible showing th< 
harmful result of compromise by Israel are given by 
Mrs. Askew, in the two paragraphs under her section 
numbered 3. 

The Ifustration Round-Table gives some striking 
illustrations of the peril of compromise, and the bless- 
ing of keeping clean (2, 3, 5). 

At this point let the class discuss their own read- 





Devotional : Psalm 3. 
iti ial for Teachers: Num. 33: 50-56; Joshua g : 3-27; 
Y Judges 221-3; 3: 1-6; Col, 2:8. 


Reimary : Leving and beying God. 
Lesson Material : Saha : 1-28. Print Joshua 24 : 16-28. 


Memory Verse; ‘lake good heed therefore unto yourselves, 
that ye love Jehuvah your God. Joshua 23:11. 
Junior Topic: Stan: Up for the Right. 
Memory Verse : Matt. 12: 30. 


: Dangerous Company. 
Additional Material : Same as for Feechen. 
i Topic: Compromising with Evildoers. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Joshua 23 : 1-13 
1 And it came to pass after many days, when Jehovah 
had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round 
about, and Joshua was old and well stricken in years; 
2 that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders, and for 
their heads, and for their judges and for their officers, 
and said unto them, I am old and well stricken in years: 
3 and ye have seen all that Jehovah your God hath done 
unto all these nations because of you; for Jehovah your 
God, he it is that fought for you. 4 Behold, I have 
allotted unto you these nations that remain, to be an in- 
heritance for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the 
nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea toward 
the going down of the sun. 5 And Jehovah your God, he 
will thrust them out from before you, and drive them 
from out of your sight; and ye shall possess their land, 
as Jehovah your God spake unto you. 6 Therefore be ye 
very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in 
the beok of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside there- 
from to the right hand or to the left; 7 that ye come not 
among these nations, these that remain among you; 
neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause 
to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow down your- 
selves unto them; 8 but cleave unto Jehovah your God, as 
ye have done unto this day. 9 For Jehovah hath driven 
out from before you great nations and strong: but as for 
you, no man hath stood before you unto this day. 10 One 
man of you ! shall chase a thousand; for Jehovah your God, 
he it is that fighteth for you, as he spake unto you. 
1: Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love 
Jehovah your God. 12 Else if ye do at.all go back, and 
cleave unto the remnant of these ‘nations, even these that 
remain among you, and make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to you}; 13 know for a certainty 
that Jehovah your God ‘will no more drive these nations 
from out of your’ sight; but they shall be a snare and a 
trap unto you, and a scourge in your sides, and thorns in 
your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which 

Jehovah your God hath given you. 


10Or, hath chased 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ing, during the past week, of the pamphlet, if you 
have used it, “Separation or Compromise, Which?” 
(To be had, free, in whatever number you can use 
without waste, from the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 North La Salle Street, Chicago.) If not 
yet secured, copies of this pamphlet could be secured 
and distributed to the class later, for their discus- 
sion on a coming Sunday. 

It was the Word of God that was the assurance 
and safety of Israel,—if they would but believe his 
Word. His inyiolable pledge of victory over their 
et-to-be-conquered enemies is repeated in 23:5. God 

eeps his word; do we believe it? Use the strik- 
ing illustration from the Round-Table (4) on the 
ashes that show how the Bank of -England kept its 
promise. 

If we would believe the Word of God, we must 
know what the Word of God says. We are to know 
it all and do it all, as Mr. Ridgway (1) shows. Joshua 
knew his Bible; this is shown by Mrs. Askew, in 
the next-to-the-last paragraph in her article. Use also 
the illustration from the Round-Table (1). ° 

And now a careful look at the Bible will give us 
the answer to the question we used in “Getting 
Started in Class” In the words quoted (24:15), 
Joshua was offering Israel the choice between two 
sets of pagan and idolatrous gods, those in Meso- 
potamia, and those in Canaan. As for Joshua and 
his house, they were going to serve Jehovah, but if 
Israel did not wish to do this, Israel might choose 
that day whom she would serve among the other 
gods. It seems to have been a touch of indignant and 
righteous satire on the part of this man of God. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


There is as much grace in the Old Testament as 
in the New, so far as God is concerned. From the 
time of Adam’s fall, what God did immediately and 
from then on, for time and eternity, is the whole 
secret of blessing to men. God had to do it, or it 
could not be done; and that is grace. 

Even in the command (23:6), “to keep and to 
do all that is written in the book of the law of 
Moses,” faith in God, which is the secret of appro- 
priating God’s grace, really comes first; for the 
first commandment is “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me,” and to keep this commandment we 





must believe in God. From Adam on, it was only 
the men who, in consciousness of their own help- 
lesshess and need, and in consciousness of the suffi- 
ciency of God as Saviour and Redeemer, believed 
wholly in him, who thus appropriated fully all that 
he offered them by grace. Then, through his new 
life in them, they could indeed keep and do all that 
was written in the book of the law. So it is to-day. 
We keep the law of God after having accepted Christ 
as our Saviour by faith. We keep the law because 
we are saved, not ir order to be saved. 


Teaching Points 

Literally God’s omnipotence is put at the disposal 
of Israel on condition. of her belief and obedience 
(23: 10). ‘ 

We cannot have victory while we are compromis- 
ing. Therefore, after taking Christ as Saviour, the 
first condition of the Victorious Life is: unconditional 
surrender to his mastery, that he may separate us 
utterly from all that is displeasing to him. 

God is a God of righteousness and justice as well 
as a God of love (23: 14-16); he could not be the 
latter without the former. “Modern; progressive, 
up-to-date” ideas of God make him a we senti- 
mental, backboneless, sin-condoning God, all love and 
no justice. Such a God is found in neither the Old 
Testament nor the New. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was it favoritism for God to destroy the Canaanite 
nations because of Israel? 

When God again and finally restores Israel to her 
own land, will the people ady dwelling there have 
any rights that ought to be respected? 

How could it have been any temptation to Israel 
to serve the gods of the Canaanites? 

What prophecies are there is this lesson? Get the 
class to discover these, then note those given by Mr. 
Banks, and by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

“No compromise” is a good prohibition slogan. 
What temperance work will still be. ahead, now that 
the national prohibition amendment is ratified? (Mrs. 
Bryper’s opening paragraphs.) 

PHILADELPHIA. a 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue -Principte or -Comparison.—Train _ the 
pupil to make comparisons and to detect signifi- 
cant likenesses and differences. 











EFORE comparing the farewell of Joshua with 
that of his predecessor and of other great léaders, 
it will be of interest to compare it with Jehovah’s 
charge to himself at the beginning of his leadership. 
Joshua’s career is one of the’ happiest instances of 
God’s faithfulness rewarding the faithfulness of his 
obedient servant; and in this farewell we recognize 
the same call to faithfulness and -to courage that 
Jehovah had urged upon him, -but with an added 
warning against compromise, which the sad history 
of Israel has proved was not superfluous. 
Comparison with the farewell of Moses reveals a 
striking parallel, save that Moses imparts a God- 
given song to Israel and a prophetic blessing. Thete 
is the same exhortation to courage and obedience 
and to comfort in the faithfulness of Jehovah. 
Again, if we compare Joshua’s address with 
David’s closing words to Solomon, we find the same 
exhortation to courage, coupled’ with the demand 
for obedience to the law of Moses. But Solomon, 
like Israel, forgetting the call to righteousness, went 
after other gods and the anger of Jehovah was 
kindled against him. The final result of the un- 
heeded warnings of Moses, Joshua, and, David we 
recognize in the sad dispersion of Israel from which 
they have not been gathered to this day. What con- 
clusion are we to draw from the continuous failure 
of a people to whom such earnest words were re- 
peatedly addressed? Have we any reason to think 
we should have done better? Would it be helpful 
to compare our Lord’s last discourse with these fare- 
wells to Israel and ask how far His Church has 
kept herself “unspotted from the world”? 
Perhaps the adult class could find a profitable 
point of contact with the lesson in a comparison 


‘based upon Washington’s Farewell Address and its 


effect. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 23 . Josh. 23:1 to 24 : 28) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—The record of the closing scenes of 

oshua’s life. After the work of ‘settlement in 
aan was accomplished, he gathered Israel to- 

gether twice and gave these two addresses. In chap- 
ter 23 he is concerned with the nations of Canaan, 
and as the military chief aims at rousing the people 
from their inaction by pointing out Canaan as at 
once a spoil, a snare, and a scourge. In chapter im 
he deals with the gods of Canaan, and as the spiritua 
leader seeks to draw from, the people their solemn 
promise of faithfulness to Jehovah. The place of 
the first address is not given, but the second was 
delivered near Joshua’s home in Shechem, between 
Mount Ebal and Gerizim. Some think that the 
former was delivered at Shiloh, the religious center, 
about twenty miles north of presen (Josh. 18:1), 
but more probably both took place at Shechem. 

Date.—Dr. W. J. Beecher suggests 1451 B. C. 
Joshua was 110 when he died (24:29), and this was 
not long before. 

The Book.—For the outline of Joshua and its gen- 
eral character see Lesson for March 9. 


Works.—For list of books see Lesson for March 9. 
I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Although these two are separate addresses, both 

have the same general character and plan. But their 
subjects are different. As there is so much mate- 
rial in each, it is essential to concentrate only on 
the main points of these important addresses. Two 
ideas sum up the earlier discourse: Devotion to God, 
and Separation from the Canaanites. This is shown 
by the frequent use of the phrases “Jehovah your 
God” (thirteen times) and “these nations” (five 
times). Moses spoke similarly of “the Lord thy 
God” (Deut. 30), and it has been said that the words 
of his master were still ringing in the memory of 
‘Joshua, the minister of Moses. But the same ideas 
are found in both addresses. (1) 
- The Threefold Reminder (23:1-5). After a per- 
sonal reference to himself as an argument on which 
to base his appeal, he reminds the people of God's 
goodness to Israel, the people of Canaan being re- 
garded: as‘ a spoil, (1) God’s past~ actions (v. 
3); (2) the inheritance in Canaan (v. 4); (3) God’s 
promise (v. 5). 

The Threefold Exhortation (ys. 6-11). Then Je- 
hovah’s claims upon Israel are emphasized, with 
special reference to the solemn fact that the nations 
of Canaan would be a snare unto the people. (1) The 
appeal for courage (v. 6); (2) the appeal for sep- 
Fm (v. 7); (3) the appeal for faithfulness (vs. 

Ir)... 

The Threefold Warning (vs. 12, 13). The divine 
wrath against Israel is indicated in case of unfaith- 


-- fulness, for God. would use the. nations of Canaan.as 


a scourge. (1). The danger of relapse (v. 12); (2) 


the laws of God (v. 13); (3) the certainty of pun-. 


ishment (v. 13). , 

The Threefold Testimony (vs. 14-16). With spe- 
cial force the old leader gathers up all his strength 
and reviews his discourse, once more pointing to 
his age and to his forthcoming death. (1) The 
faithfulness of God (v 14); (2) the righteousness 
of God (v. 15); (3) the judgment of God (v. 16). 

The Threefold Mercy (24:2-13). Now, when 
speaking specially to the people in regurd to religion, 
oshua recalls what God had done. (1) Israel’s priv- 
ilege (vs. 2-4); (2) Israel’s redemption (vs. 5-7; (3) 
Israel’s enjoyment (vs. 8-13). 

The Threefold Appeal (vs. 14,15). After this re- 
view Joshua naturally addresses himself to the peo- 
ple in a threefold appeal: (1) based on gratitude (v. 


- 14); (2) pointed by scorn (v. 15); (3) strengthened 


by example (v. 15). 

The Threefold Covenant (vs. 16-25). The people 
quickly. respond to these solemn exhortations and ex- 
press their readiness to enter afresh into an agree- 
ment with God. (1) The first promise (v. 18); (2) 


the second promise (v. 21); (3) the third promise 


(v. 24). 

The Threefold Witness (vs. 22, 26, 27). When 
Joshua had heard the solemn assurance made by 
the people that they would be faithful he calls in 
evidence three witnesses, and, as it has been said, 
“lays up three documents, each constituting an affi- 
davit of the covenant made.” (1) Memory (v. 22); 
the people themselves are witnesses. (2) Writing (v. 
26); the words are treasured in a book. (3) Stone 
(v. 27) ; this would be a visible testimony all through 
their lives. 

It should be noted carefully how the four sections 
of the one address closely correspond with the four 
sections of the other. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 3.—The titfe suggests 
the circumstances. David is surrounded by enemies. 
This is the first Psalm with “Selah,” which means 


-ple, as 
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“think of this.” It is equivalent to our-“N. B.,” call- 
ing special attention to the truths. (1) The trouble 
(vs. 1, 2); (2) the confidence (vs. 3, 4); (3) the 
testimony (vs. 5, 6); (4) the prayer (vs. 7, 8). 

ll. Additional Material for Teachers 

Numbers 33: 50-56; Joshua 9: 3-27; Judges 2: 1-3; 
3: 1-6; Colossians 2:8. 

1. Numbers 33: 50-56: (1) The clear command 
(vs. 50-54) ; (a) the solemn alternative (vs. 55, 56). 

2. eg 9:3-27. The story of the Gibeonites. 
(1) The failure (vs. 3-15) ; (2) the result (vs. 15-27). 

3. Judges 2: 1-3; 3: 1-6. (1) The divine rebuke (2: 
1-3) ; (2) the divine retribution (3: 1-6). 

4. Colossians 2:8. (1) The peril, “lest any spoil 
you”; (2) the protection, “Christ.” 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate Topic: Dangerous Company. (Ad- 
ditional Material: Same as for Teachers.) The 
Golden Text shows this peril (1 Cor. 15:33). There 
is a proverb that “a man is known by the company 
he keeps.” The first address indicates the serious 
and pressing danger of the Canaanites to Israel. The 
moral peril of evil company is frequently seen in 
Scripture (Prov. 1:10; 13:20; 16:29; 28:7) and is 
confirmed by experience in all ages. A surgeon was 
once asked why some soldiers come back better from 
war, while others who are socially superior are utterly 
ruined. He replied: “All depends upon the tent- 
mates they have had.” 

2. Senior and Adult Topic: Compromising with 
Evil-doers. The danger of pane 9) oye is one of the 
deadliest in life. Tochen urged the people to stand 
wholly aloof from the nations of Canaan as the 
only way of safety. Whenever there is compromise 
with evil, the result will always be disastrous. Truth 
is absolute in its standard and cannot be deflected. 
There is a fable of a camel who asked to be allowed, 
because of the coldness of the night, to put his nose 
in a tent, but gradually got entirely inside the tent 
and compelled the man to go out. gentleman in 
search of a coachman once asked how near he could 
drive to a-certain precipice, and after several men ex- 
pressed the conviction that they could go very near 
it, one man said he would keep as far away as possible. 
This is the only safe plan. We must never make a 
compromise with evil or error. The war has illus- 
trated afresh the danger of compromise, in the vari- 
ous peace proposals made by the Germans, but we 
see now quite clearly that there was only one pos- 
sibility, that of. “unconditional surrender.” 

daughter was desirous of visiting some. people 
who, her father thought, were not likely to be help- 
ful. The daughter was concerned because her father 
seemed to consider she was only a child and could 
not be trusted. He thereupon took up a lump of 
coal and asked her to lay hold of it, saying. that it 
would not burn. She did not know what he meant, 
but she took it, and soon her hands, and even her 
clothes, were soiled. She remarked, with some an- 
noyance, that we cannot be too careful in handling 
coal. Whereupon the father remarked that’ it was 
exactly the same with evil: “If it does not burn, 
it will blacken.” It would be particularly useful to 
write to the Great.Commission Prayer League, 808 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, for a valuable leaf- 
let, “Separation or Compromise, Which?” 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


Both these addresses emphasize the need of reaiity, 
and 24:15 may be regarded as the keynote: “Choose 
ye this day whom ye will serve.” 

1. Consecration. We must all “serve” some one 
or something, and our life must be absolutely de- 
voted to the object, whatever that may be. The 
supreme object is, of course, God, and it is nec- 
essary for true life that our consecration to him 
be thorough. 

2. Choice. Whole-hearted devotion and service al- 
ways necessitate choice. This must be at once (1) de- 
liberate and (2) immediate, the result of our own free- 
will, and made at once and forever. This is the dis- 
tinct issue in human life, for there- can be no 
agg | of good and evil. Joshua showed the peo- 

lijah did long after him (1 Kings 18), that 
the only alternative to the service of God is the 
service of sin. 


V. Leading Questions 

What were the chief events of Joshua’s life? 

What are the leading features of his character? 
‘ How does the second discourse differ from the 
rst: 

Why was it necessary to make so much refer- 
ence to the Canaanites? 

Distinguish between the five exhortations: cleave 
(23:8); love (23:11); fear (24:14); choose (24: 
15); serve (24:25). 

Wvyc.irre CoLitecg, Toronto. 

we 


“How I Came to Believe the Bible,” the Editor's 
“Personal Confession,” may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company at 20 cts. a dozen copies, 
$1.50 a hundred; ‘or 2 cts: each. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HE Spirit of prophecy is strong upon joes in 

the hour of death. “One man of you shall chase 
a thousand” (23:10), because of supernatural physi- 
cal strength to be provided (23:10, second clause). 
The very next book records a literal fulfilment of 
that prophecy (Judges 15:15). The prophecy again 
breaks forth (Josh. 23: 12, 13), when the dying leader 
predicts that surrounding nations would be scourges 
to Israel if they fell into apostasy. The sad story 
of the fulfilment occurs throughout the sacred annals. 
And yet again, in his torrential beseeching that 
Israel whole-heartedly serve Jehovah, the Spirit 
within Joshua, seeing the end from the beginning, 
utters a word that must have pained and surprised 
the prophet himself, as he is swept along (2 Peter 1: 
21), unable to check his inspired utterance: “Ye can- 
not serve the Lord: for he is an holy God” (24: 19). 
The captivities in the times of the Jud es, the later 
division of David’s kingdom into Judah and Israel, 
the dong Captivity, the rejection of Christ and the 
refusal of his kingdom, the long Dispersion, and 
present-day Zionism, all proclaim how truly Joshua 
prophesied. But it may not be forgotten that he 
prophesied also this: “Ye shall possess their land,” 
speaking of Israel’s enemies (23:5). Do not present~- 
day events in the Near East point to an early fulfil- 
ment of that hopeful word? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Side Issues.’”-—Do all that is written in ‘the book 
...twrn not aside...to the right hand or to the left 
(v. 6). The straight-ahead fellow is specified in 
Joshua’s requisition. And do you young fellows 
notice how closely the requirements of religion line 
up with the requirements of the mill? I know many 
“bosses,” and I am greatly interested in the earthly 
advancement of young men. So the “bosses” and I 
generally talk upon the subject after the business we 
have together is settled. Almost every one of these 
employers tells me his great problem is to find young 
men who will “do what J tell them to do.” Here in 
our text is the proposition in the splendid way pecu- 
liar to the good old Book. “Do all,...turn not aside 
to the right hand or to the left.” In the light of this 
heavenly lamp just give yourself a good looking 
over. Perhaps you will find why it is you are stuck 
fast in some ’steen dollar place when you ought to 
be a “boss” yourself. You don’t do “att.” You 
“turn. aside.” The side roads you have taken in 
one fool quest and another have been so many you 
have lost count. For example, in what one line have 

ou ever studied? Are you a “crank” on American 
istory—or-any other? Bug collector? Minerals? 
Coins? Botany? Gardening? What shelf of books 
have you? Go in for Bible study? How many 
bank clerks; have a little library’ upon banking? How 
many store clerks are up on the varied merchandise 
they sell? If you can take a hint, you may ‘find you 
are a right and left fellow. “Too many side issues” 
(Phil. 3:13). (1) 


Here is the Reason.—One mant...shall chase a 
thousand (v. 10). Gideon, a little later, picked one 
man out of a hundred and each man chased his’ thou- 
sand (Judges 7: 19-21). .The commanding man. I 
have never yet found a jewelry salesman (and T 
hunt purposely) who has ever read in Ruskin's 
“Deucalion,” the chapter “The Iris of the Earth,” 
which tells the peng of precious stones. I have 
never found a rug salesman who had ever even 
heard of the monumefital work on oriental rugs to 
be found in all great libraries. Oh, yes; Mr. Tiffany, 
the proprietor, knew. Oh, yes, Mr. Rue, the 
partner, knew. But those fellows behind the cases, 
those chaps around the front door, do not know. 
When I try to tell them they seem bored. They get 
theirs every Saturday night at ’steen dollars per. 
And they curse their luck. The owners are the “one 
man” that chase the thousand. That is why they are 
owners. Joshua was talking to men now become 
seasoned soldiers, in the terms of the army, but he 
was laying down the principles of life as citizens of 
the Hebrew commonwealth. When a man gets right 
with God, he buckles down to things. He gets into 
Bible classes and begins to study and think. The 
thinking is upon high things. He becomes careful. 
He becomes inquiring. He meditates. Doors swing 
open. Brain cells form and multiply. A plain quarry- 
man has become Old Red Sandstone Miller, and the 
office boy becomes president of the great Baldwin | 
Locomotive Works. (2) 


The “Get There” Men.—Take good heed.... that 
ye love Jehovah your God (v. 11). Let me tell you 
fellows a little story at first hand. One of the greatest 
factories in the world is the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works. The heads of this great corporation are Mr. 
Alba B. Johnson and Mr. William L. Austin. Both 


- are elders in the Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church. 
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Years ago these masterful men en- 
tered the Baldwin Works as office 
boys. Both were Sunday-school boys. 
Mr. Austin told me that he and five 
other boys, of whom our former pastor, 
the Rev. H. A. MacKubbin, was one, 
used to have a little society. Their work 
was to go and read the Scriptures to 
housefast and bedfast old folks. Mr 
ohnson’s job was office boy for Mr. 
ohn H. Converse. Mr. Austin rubbed 
ink and ran errands in the drawing 
room. The pay was $3 per week. Mr. 
oe got a raise to $4 per week when 
e learned how to write shorthand. 
These boys kept straight ahead and 
turned neither to the right hand or left. 
Mr. Johnson resolved to know all about 
office work. Mr. Austin resolved to 
master the locomotive. Then they sawed 
wood! And took their rest every week 
in the Sunday-school. Are you fellows 
listening? In that Bryn Mawr church 
as elders or trustees are Mr. Samuel 
Rea, president of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road; Mr. William A. Patton, his assist- 
ant; Mr. Charles H. Ludington, secre- 
tary of Curtis Publishing Company, who 
print the Ladies’ Home Journal, Satur- 
day Evening Post, etc.; Mr. Sylvester 
S. Marvin, of the National Biscuit Com- 
any; Dr. B. K.' Wilbur, the chocolate 
ud man. All Sunday-school and church 
fellows, like you. The men who love 
the Lord are “Get there” men (Psa. 1: 3; 
Deut. 28:12; Matt. 6: 33). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
‘4 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. 9 not 
submit illvstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 words, 
are greatl preferred. aay will be accepted 
ahead of eager ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than 
Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 
Indelible.—Do all that is written in 
the book of the law of Moses (23:6) 
A South Sea Islander, Praying. at the 
close of a meeting, said, “O God, we 
are about to go to our respectiye homes. 
Let not the words we have heard be like 
the fine clothes that we wear, soon to 
be taken off and folded up in a box till 
another Sabbath ~ comes round. 
Rather let thy truth be like the tattoo 
on our bodies, that can never come off.” 
—From Light and Life Evangel. Sent 
by Lewis R. Pipher, Mount Joy, Ont., 
Can. (1) 


Ruffled Plumage.—That ye come not 
among these nations (v. f)- The bird 
of paradise, which has such a dower of 
exquisitely beautiful feathers, cannot fly 
with the wind. If it attempts to do so, the 
current, being much swifter than its 
flight, so ruffles its plumage as to impede 
its progress and finally to terminate it. 
It is, therefore, compelled to fly against 
the wind. So the Christian must not 
attempt to go with the world. If he 
does it would not only hinder, but end, 
his religious progress.—From Dr. 
Davies. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (2) 


Untouched.—Cleave unto Jehovah 
your God (v. 8). We touch the world 
at so many points, how can we remain 
unspotted? Scientists tell us of an insect 
which, though you immerse it in water, 
yet never touches the water. Enveloped 
with the element, yet the element never 
penetrates to the insect itself. The rea- 
son of this wonder in nature is that it 
carries with it its own atmosphere. En- 
veloped first in this atmosphere it can 
bid the other element defiance and, 
though submerged in it, is yntouched by 
it. If we cleave to Goce #e shall carry 
about with us the secret atmosphere of 
communion, and then, though in the 
midst of sin we shall remain without 
blemish, unspotted by the world.—From 
(| “Pure Religion,” by the Rev. W. L. Mac- 
—kenzie. Sent by ) A. Clark, Leicester, 
Eng. (3) 








Who Does the Taking ?—Cleave unto 
Jehovah your God (v. 8). One of the 
most effective answers I have heard to 
the oft-recurring question of doubtful 
amusements in the Christian’s life was 
that given at a Question Meeting at Kes- 
wick Convention some years ago by a 
speaker who agp a conversation be- 
tween a worldly church-member and her 
pastor. The worldly one, defending her 
practises, said, “But, Mr. X., I can take 
— Christ with me to the theater and 

allroom.” To which the pastor quietly 

replied: “Indeed, is that so? You ‘can 
take Jesus with’ you. I did not know 
that was the order —that it was yours 
to lead and His to follow.” — Sent by 
Geo. Goodall, British Consulate, Colon, 
Panama. 


Keeping the Promise.—N ot one thin; 
hath failed of all the good things which 
Jehovah your God spake concerning you 
(v. 14). Among the curiosities of the 
Bank of England may be seen some 
ashes, the remains of some banknotes 
that were burned in the great fire of 
Chicago. After the fire they were f und 
and carefully put between boards and 
brought to the bank. After applying 
chemical tests, the numbers and value 
were ascertained, and the Bank of Eng- 
land paid the money to the owners. If 
a humen promise can be worth so much, 
how much more is the promise of 
God!—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (4) 


When Werring White.—Evil compan- 
ionships corrupt yood morals (Golden 
Text). “I think a Christian can go any- 
where,” said a young woman who was de- 
fending her continual attendance at some 
doubtful places of amus:ment. “Cer- 
tainly she can,” rejoined her friend, “but 
I.am reminded of a little incident which 
happened last summer when I went with 
a party of friends to explore a coal mine, 
One of the young women appeared 
dressed in a dainty white gown. When 
her friends remonstrated with her, she 
appealed to the old miner who was to 
act as guide to the party. “Can’t I wear 
a white dress down into the mine?” she 
asked, petulantly. “Yes, mum,” returned 
the old man, “there is nothing to keep 
you from wearing a white frock down 
there, but there will be considerable to 
keep ym from wearing one back.”—From 
L. A. Banks in Record of. Christian 
Work. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration (8) - 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson: O God, thou 
who hast in times past so wonderfully 
guarded thy people in critical hours of their 
great need, we thank thee that thy mighty 
hand is not withdrawn from thy people to- 
day. Thou dost ask obedience and simple 
faith from those who would be led of thee. 
Why are we so wise in our own conceits, 
so prone to trust our own strength! O God, 
for all the deliverances thou hast brought 
about in these recent months we thank thee! 
For the breaking of the shackles that the 
drink business had locked upon the American 
people we thank thee! We pray that thou wilt 
fight for the faithful men and women of 
prayer in Great Britain and in France who 
are asking thée to bring to pass a like 
result in those lands. May their prayers 
and ours have abundant answers in this. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
thought what it is that requires the most 
courage? Well, let us think about that 
for a moment. Sometimes boys and 
girls are kept back from doing what 
they believe to be right by the ridicule 
of companions; sometimes by fear that 
they will be thought peculiar. “I'll try 
anything once,” is a bit of slang that 
has a good deal more danger in it than 
most of us suppose. There are plenty 
of things that no one of us ought ever 
to try once, or even come within a thou- 
sand miles of trying. once. When we 
know what God wants us to do, it is a 
weak business for us to try to change 
his plan just. cause somebody doesn’t 
agree with us. Yes, it is worse than 
weak. But the thing that takes the real 
courage is exactly what Joshua told 
Israel they must do—to turn not aside 
from God’s law to the right hand or 





1=1000 + 
‘WHY? 


(SEE JOSHUA 28 : 10) 











to the left. Then he goes on to give 
you a sum in ge en A arithmetic that 
would le quite foolish if: he had not 
given his reason for the statement. How 
many men did he say it would take to 
chase a thousand? Yes, one, — because 
now don’t forget the “because” part of 
it, “Jehovah your God, he it is that fight- 
eth for you, as he spake unto you.” 
Aren’t we stupid and blind and faithless 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week f 


















LET THE NATIONS TAKE WARNING! 


| will punish the world 
# for their evil,and the 
wicked for their iniqui- 
ty:and | will cause the 
errogancy of the proud 
to cease, and will ‘la 
low the hau¢htiness 
of the terrible.” 1s.13:22. 


See S53 
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if we do not take God at his word and 
trust him to do the fighting for us? 

Why did I put that plus sign there? 
Why, one man, you see, is equal to 
more than a thousand, for they amount 
to so little against him that they are 
chased by him—when Jehovah fights 
for him. Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” 

“O Jesus, I have promised.” 

“My soul, be on thy guard.” 

“Saviour, breathe an evening blessing.” 
“True-hearted, whole-hearted.” 
“Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 


also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible _ 


Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 3: 1-8 (4: 1-3). 
Psalm 147 : 1-11 (jor : 1-3). 
Psalm 4: 1-8 (7 : 1-3). 
Ezek. 33:11 (315 : 11). 
Psalm 108 : 1-13 (221 : 1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner — 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God wants our 
best service. 


Notes.—It would be a serious mistake 
to think that Temperance Teaching will 
be no longer necessary because the 
National Prohibition Amendment is rati- 
fied. Temperance stands for best ser- 
vice to God and fellow-men. It is not 
limited to one’s attitude toward alcohol. 
Intemperance includes any self-indul- 
gence which hinders best service. 

When the United States and Canada 
are blessed by bei “bone-dry,”. they 
a work to make this blessing world- 
wide. : 

The general Golden Text is shorter 
and better related to Temperance teach- 
ing than the longer one suggested for 
the Primary. 

Introduction—Did your father or 
mother ever say to you, I do not want 
ros to play with such a boy or girl? 

id you know re There is a Bible 
verse which teaches that “Evil for 
wrong] companionships corrupt for 
spoil] good morals.” You know that if 


there are some bad apples or. oranges in ’ 


the bag or box with other fruit they all 
will soon spoil. 

Your parents do not wish you to learn 
bad words or bad habits from people 
who do things which are wrong. 


Review.—It was that way in the new 
home in the Promised Land to which the 
Children of Israel moved. The people 
who had lived there had many bad 
habits which would be harmful for God’s 
people to learn and do. 

God gave to his people Zood leaders 
and a good land, and he wanted his 
people to be good. God said, “You must 
never make nor worship idols, like the 
people round about you; you must not 
marry into their families for they will 
surely do you harm. 


To-day’s Story—More than twenty 
yoore Joana taught the people in the 

romised Land. He was an old man, 
so he called the chief men to meet him 
that he might talk to them once more. 
He said, The Lord your God led you to 
this good land and fought for you and 
helped you. Not one of His good 
promises has failed (23:14). 

Joshua said, “Be strong and courage- 
ous; do what God’s law teaches ;~ serve 
no idols but serve ye the Lord; choose 
ye this day whom ye will serve; as- for 
me and-my house we will serve the 


Lord.” Three times the peopl: promised 
or made their pledge to serve the Lord 
(24: 18, 21, 24). 

Joshua wrote their pledge in a book 
and set up a stone under an oak for a 
witness which these men could see and 
éxplain to their children. 


——— 




















LESSON FOR MARCH 23 (Josh. 23:1 to 24: 28) 


Temperance Suggestions (to select 
from).—The cities of safety or refuge 
described last week may be compared 
to habits of safety for every child. 

“We can’t be too little to learn to do right, 

And oe remember we live in God’s 

sight.” 


Joshua, the good leader and guide, 
may suggest God who is our guide, and 
who never makes a mistake.— He leads 





The Little Jetts 
Teaching the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of 























JSRAEL WARNED AGAINST 


COMPROMISE 





Experiences out of which 
doshva SpoKxe 








Josh.1o0:12. 





“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” le 





S. 


Mr. Smith’s “Little Jetts Telling Bible | 
Stories’ can be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 75 cents, 
postpaid. 





me in the paths of righteousness, or right 
paths. Sing: 
“We are a part of God’s great plan, 
So let us do the best we can 
To guard our hearts and lives so well 
That only right shall in them dwell.” 


Joshua and his people chose to do 
right and their pledge was written in a 
book. Some Primary children dre old 
enough to decide and write their tem- 
perance pledge in a book or on a suit- 
able pledge card. It is not wise to re- 

uest a promiscuous pledge-signing 

rom little children, but to explain what 

it means and State that any child who 
cares enough may have a card from you 
after Sunday-school to take home to 
jr o to parents about it, or some such 
plan. 

God has given to each of us not only 
a good land in which to live, but a good 
body for which to care. Wine and 
strong drink have spaqiled more bodies 
and lives than anything else, even the 
terrible war in Europe. 

Another suggestion. If you live in a 
“dry” city or state, it miay be compared 
to a City of Safety, or Refuge. Help 
the children to realize in some measure 
that such places are increasing, and that 
they may help to make the whole world 
safe from King Alcohol. 

Do not try to use all these suggestions, 
but choose what may best suit your chil- 
dren. 

Peoria, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. A map-study of “thesé nations’”’ who 
were dangerous company for the Israel- 
ites. 

2. God’s direct warning against com- 
promise with them, Numbers 33: 50-56. 

3: Some disastrous examples of dis- 
obedience to this warning; the stories of 
Balaam and the Gibeonites. 

4. Joshua’s stand on this subject, Num- 

. bers 23 and 24. 











AKE immediate use of the home- 

study maps assigned last Sunday 
for the note-books, by locating on them 
those heathen nations which surrounded 
the new nation of Israel, even after all 
the splendid fighting that Joshua led 
them through—the Amalekites, the 
Philistines, the Moabites especially — 
and if time permits, those which were 
overcome also. It is not the memorizing 
of these nations’ names that we need 
to stress, but the fact that their very 
nearness made compromise with them 
so easy and their character made this 
association so disastrous. 

2. Now have read in class the pas- 
sage so clearly warning against all such 
association (Num. 33:50-56), which 
also gives the reason and the. result for 
this command and its execution, and 
an equally plain warning as to the result 
of failure to. obey it. _The complete 
idolatry, of these Canaanites is fully re- 
vealed in this passage, a thoroughly 
sufficient reason for their destruction. 

3. Tell the girls the story of Balaam’s 
strange treachery (Num, 23-25) and the 
terrible result from the disgraceful com- 
promise Israel made thereafter with the 


~Moabites —in outline only, dwelling on 


the hidden danger of association which 
promised pleasure, but was in direct dis- 
obedience to God’s plan and order. Note 
verse 17 in Numbers 25, with the fol- 
lowing one, which give God’s method in 
dealing with such temptations. There 
is no hint of compromise here! 

Then ask some girl (previously ap- 
pointed) to tell briefly the rather amus- 
ing story of the strategem of the wily 
Gibeonites, from Joshua.g and 10. This 
is the one instance when Joshua acted 
without counsel from God, following his 
own short-sighted sympathy in the case, 
and “a thorn in their side” indeed did 
these Gibeonites. prove to-be. 

4. But our strongest lesson to-day on 
this subject is not in these negative ex- 
amples of what it is best not to do, but 
in that bold and courageous example 
Joshua gave to his people of what to do. 
Give careful study to ‘Numbers 23 and 
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24 in full, presenting them under the 
following heads: (1) Joshua’s orders 
(Josh. 23:1-13); (2) warning (Josh. 
23: 14-16) ; (3) review (Josh 24: 1-13); 
(4) pledge (Josh. 24:14-16); (5) 
challenge (Josh. 24: 16-28); altogether 
constituting Joshua’s grand farewell to 
the people he had loved so truly and 
served so well. If you have five girls 
upon whom you can depend to give clear 
summaries of these five sections, in their 
own words, except for the finest quota- 
tions, such will be your best method of 
presentation, for reading will prove too 
long to hold attention. 

Surely these points must not be 
missed: in Joshua’s orders there is a 
striking repetition of the orders God 
gave to him when he assumed command 
of the people, showing how thoroughly 
Joshua had learned and lived them. Note 
verses 6 and 9 particularly, compared 
with Joshua 1:7 and 5. The root of all 
true obedience and the key to Joshua’s 
character is found in 23: 11. 

In his: warning we find that note of 
bold courage which dominated all this 
man’s actions, and that warning is 
based on God’s love and goodness, as 
all sincere warning must be. In the re- 
view Joshua proved, as everywhere else 
in his life, his complete familiarity with 
that “book of the law,” upon which he 
was to “meditate-day and night,” and 
from which he “turned not to the right 
or to the left,” and because of this thor- 
ough knowledge he knew how to order 
and warn and pledge and challenge as 
God would have him do. : 

His ringing pledge should be read ver- 
batim,—it is too stirring to miss one 
word; and his sharp challenge, which 
drew a clear-cut decision from.a vacillat- 
ing people, is a fitting close to his out- 
spoken career. Note well his very last 
words: “lest ye deny your.God.” Should 
they not be the golden text for our. girls 
to-day? 

Home Study 

Ask. for a careful review of all the 

note-book work of this. quarter, especi- 


ally the maps ; books should be ready for 
inspection next Sunday. 


ATLANTA, GA. 
we 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Joshua’s army demobilized. 

Discussion: Why did Joshua call his 
army to a reunion? What sins were 
the people in danger of? What did 
Joshua call the people to do? How did 
he put them on record? 

Main points: Good and evil are con- 
tagious; a warfare that needs boys now; 
wisdom of a positive enlistment. 











ELL, the Canaanites finally sur- 

rendered, peace terms were signed, 
Canaan was returned to its rightful 
owners, as Alsace and Lorraine are go- 
ing to be, and the army was demobilized. 
My, they must have been glad to settle 
down at home in peace. 

But peace has its dangers, as well 
as war, and Gen. Joshua became very 
anxious as he saw his discharged sol- 
diers. letting down in some of the very 
principles they had fought for. They 
seemed to think that now the war was 
over it was no longer necessary to 
be as strict about some things as they 
had been. 

Some of them got to running with 
the wrong kind of crowd, and of course 
they gradually took up some of that 
crowd’s evil ways. Teacher believes 
the fellows you run with have a great 
deal to do with how you turn out. We 
are bound to catch things from them be- 
sides the measles and the flu. He says 
it is almost ‘impossible for a fellow to 
run long with a gang who smoke and 
swear without taking up those things 
himself. He will either do as the other 
fellows do, or he will drop out of their 
company. 

But he says he thanks God that 
goodness is catching, too, .and_ that 
a fellow who drops the tough crowd 
and begins going with a class-of clean 

( Continued on the next tage) 
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rom $1.00 to $1.50 on your 
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Scofield Reference Bible 
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pages where they occur. Dr. Scofield’s helps are 
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New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles. 


Delivered for $1.00 


And easy payments of One Dollar per month 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


boys will soon give up his cigarettes and 
his cussing, at least while he’s with the 
crowd. e feels ashamed to live below 
their level. So teacher says, pick your 
crowd; go with the sort of fellows you 
want to be, and they will make you want 
it more and more. Then you will be 
willing to let Jesus Christ make you 
clean and noble and keep you that way, 
inside and out. 

When Gen. Joshua got old and knew 
they would soon be sounding taps over 
his grave, he called a great reunion of 
all his old veterans and sons of veterans, 
and made them a farewell speech, in 
which he tried to brace them up to fight 
sin as they had fought the Canaanites. 
Teacher says it had a great effect on the 
nation for many years. 

Of course Joshua reviewed their glori- 
ous victories and reminded them that it 
was God who won those battles, not 
their own courage. Then he urged them 
to re-enlist for life in God’s army 
against sin. He was a regular Billy 
Sunday when it came to getting re- 
cruits. They all held up their hands and 
took the oath of allegiance to God, and 
Joshua wrote their pledge in a book 
and set up a big monument to remind 
them of their vows. 

Teacher says the war against Satan 
is not over yet by any means, and that 
God is calling now for évery man and 
boy to enlist, enlist for life, enlist to 
do big, heroic things for Jesus Christ 
and the world he died for, and if there 
is one thing a boy ought to be ashamed 
of it is.to be a slacker when God calls 
for volunteers. 

“Well, you don’t have to join the 
church to be a Christian,” scowled Bull- 
dog Jones. 

“No,” replied teacher, “but a soldier 


in the ranks is worth two who insist on | 


being a company by ther jélves. A bush- 
whacker may be loyal buf he isn’t worth 
much in modern warfare.” Teacher 
says it pays to put yourself on record, 
like Joshua did the Israelites. The 
church vows, the Christian Endeavor 
pledge, these are our covenant writtén in 
a book, while the Lord’s Supper is our 


memorial monument to remind us of our 
vows. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Joshua 24: 14-28. 

One or two boys to make a map on 
stiff paper the size of the class table. 

Every boy to read during the week the 
stories of the past Quarter, cheng | to 
imagine just how the events must have 
looked to a spectator. 

Terre Haute, Ino. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





March 30. On the Fence, Matt 27: 11-26. 

April 6. Our Relation to God. IV. Praying. 
Mark 11: 19-26. (Consecration meeting.) 

April 13. How to Give God’s Day to God- 
like Deeds. Exod. 20: 8-11. 

April 20. Eternal Life and How to Live It. 
John 5: 24; Eph. 2: 1-10. (Easter meeting.) 





Sunday, March 23 


The Art of Building Character 
(1 Cor. 3: 10-17) 





Daily Readings for Freceding Week 


Mon.—Building a new man (Rom. 6: 
Tuse.The true start (John 3: 1-8). 
Wed.—Building honesty (Prov. 1: 
Thurs. Building integrity (Isa. 33: 
| Fri—Buildiag sympathy (Matt. 7: 


7-12). . 
Sat.—Christ, the model (Col. 3:9-17). 











What materials have we to build char- 
acter with? 

What habits and desires are we building 
into life? 

Why build upon God’s plan? What is it? 


N ONE of his letters to Lady Welby 
the late Bishop Westcott wrote, “of 
all the changes in the Revised Version 
that in Luke 21: 19 is the one to which 
perhaps I look with most hope. We 
think of our souls as something given 
to us complete, and not as something 
giver’ to’us to win.” That verse reads 
according ‘to the marginal readings of 
the American Revised Version, . “In 
our steadfastness ye shall’ win your 
ives.” Perhaps the same meaning may 
be read out of Peter’s words, “Receiv- 
ing the end.of your faith, even the sal- 
vation of your souls.” Our soul, our 
life, our character is not something 
given to us complete, as Westcott says, 
it is what we are to win by patience 
and steadfastness, and it is not the 
beginning but the end of faith. 
vd 


The business of our lives is to grow 
a character. All our earthly education 
and discipline is adjusted by God to this 
end. And Christ as our head and in- 
dwelling life is both the goal we are to 
reach and the energy and power by 
which we are to reach it. Paul tells 
us this and describes the method in 2 
Corinthians 3:18. Substitute in that verse 
for the word “glory,” the word “char- 
acter,” and see how it reads. 

And to-day is the day when this de- 
mand is clear and sure. We are want- 
ing a new world to come. How can 
it come? There are many economic 
changes necessary. But these cannot 
be, and if they could be they would not 
mean a new world, tinless the hearts and 
characters of men are changed. Mr. 
Balfour has told us this. And ve already 
knew it. T:. new order depends on 
new hearts in men—hearts of purity 
and unselfishness and trust and brother- 
hood. Every man who opens his char- 
acter to the Master-builder Christ is 
helping to build a new world. 


Character can not be built out of false 
materials. That is, true character can 
not. We may make a stucco character 
out of hay and mud. But a real char- 
acter must be built out of true mate- 








rials — honest work, faithfulness in duty 
and trusteeship, unselfishness, loyalty. 
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A beloved and trusted American En- 
gineer wrote once to a son who was 
just setting out on a European trip giv- 
ing him advice. These were some of he 
items: 1. Don’t lower your flag. Neither 
preach nor condemn, but do quietly what 
will keep you in touch with home habits. 
2. Even as to matters concerning which 
as you know we are not superstitiously 
strict, it is better to be stricter about 
than at home, for instance, as to the 
observance ot Sunday. 3. A young man 
has a right to keep his imagination clean. 
He does well to avoid what may brand 
his memory with shameful pictures, never 
to be erased. 4. If you do nothing that 
you would be: unwilling to tell me, I 
shall be satisfied. 5. Be ready in sym- 
athy and help for others. 


bd ; 

Those are good counsels for character- 
building for us all. 

But the Engineer knew and practised 
the best rule of all—Let the Lord 
cane Christ be formed within you, the 

ope of glory, the assurance of a new 
character. 


New York City, 
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MUSIC: 


New, to Pastor, 
For Package of 6 regular issue, send only 10 cents 
in stamps. 


EASTER HELPER No. 5, 15 coats. Recitations, 


Exercises, etc., illustrated with diagram. 
SONG STORIES for Reader and Chorus. Return- 
able copies for examination upon request. 
Hall-Mack Co. ie Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. 339 S.Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 


Easter Music 


FOR DISCRIMINATORS 


** The Victory That Hath Overcome the World,” 
* Life Immortal,” “ At tertide,’’ Easter Songs 
for the Littie Tots (set 2), ‘“‘ Ariscus, a Friend of 
the Nazarene” (song story), “‘ Everlasting Life’’ 
(choir cantata) Octavo Anthems. 

Why be satisfied with the mediocre when the best 
is so easily obtainable ? 

S-E-N-D F-O-R S-A-M-P-L-E-S 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
15th and Race Sts., Philadelphia. 


FOR EASTER 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








Mon.—Josh. 23: 1-13. 
Israel Warned Against Compromise. 

The words of truth from the lips of 
a dying man are always impressive. 
> message, calling for whole- 

earted and wunbending loyalty to 
Jehovah, must have made itself felt. It 
ought to be remembered by us that en- 
joyment of God is conditioned upon obe- 
dience to God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
organizations which specially care for 
our young people; for the leaders of 
work for bovs; that the spiritual needs 
may be put first; for Junior Endeavorers 
and similiar societies; that decisions for 
Christ may abound, and a youthful army 
of Christians be brought into existence, 
Tues.—1 Sam. 15: 10-23. “ey 

Defeat Through Compromise, 

Flushed by victory, Saul seemed in- 
sensible to everything but his own great- 
ness. Samuel warns him that humble 
and implicit obedience to God is de- 
manded, otherwise the most costly offer- 
ings are cO6ntemptible. Sin wilts the 
soul. To avoid the results of our own 
folly is impossible. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for public 
servants of all kinds, — postmen, police- 

(Continued on the next page) 





What are the great mysteries of the Bible? 
This question is answered on 
page of the 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Helps at all the hard places in the 
Bible on the wi they oc- 
cur. Dr. Scofeld’s helps are equal 
to a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 


Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. At all dealers, 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN 
35 West 32d Street, - - > - New York 


COINS 
SHOWING 
DATE OF THE 
ARMISTICE 
tt, 11. 1918. 


A greatfevangelistic device in white metal 
(aluminum). Appreciated by soldiers and 
sailors, and useful in Sunday School or any 
other Christian work. Price per 100, $2.50. 
Sample package, 25c. Specify Army or 
Navy. 


SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION AMERICAN 


119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 
Its purpose is free distribution of the Scriptures in 
destitute parts of the world. Supported by voluntary 
contributions. 


God Can Heal You 


If you are sick. God has done it and is doing it. 
Send 25 cents for testimonies and leaflets on Divine 
Healing by Andrew Murray, A. T. Pierson and others. 


House of Good Things $19 Locust St., Johnstown, Pa. 





























Glorious Victory 


A complete service, by Bentley D. Ackley and E. E. . 


Hewitt, with recitations and inspiring songs of a re- 
ligious, patriotic character, to celebrate the triumphs 
of the Cross and the Flag. 


Single copy, 6 cents, 65 centsa dozen, 
$5.00 a hun 


Send for our illustrated circular of Easter supplies 
sf Jor the church and Sunday schvol. 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Jerusalem’s GatesReopened 


An Easter Service by Jessie Brown Pounds and 

. H. Fillmore. The scene is in Jerusalem. 

ravelers from different parts, and residents, talk 
over the Christian Faith ; closing in an impressive 
consecration scene, ‘The dialog, music and ta 
leaux are exciting. Price, 6 cents. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, &28.51M.53: 


Cincinnati, O. 


Complete Catalog Sent.on Application. 


FREE Sample@pies 














NEW EASTER SERVICE 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 
BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, - < Philadelphia, Pa. 


EASTER MUSIC icc ts Shurek Gioie 
Sample copies of our latest services, also catalog 
Free describing Easter cantatas for the 8.8. and Choir. 


GEO. F. ROSCHE & CG., 337 W, Madison St., Chicago, Ul. 
For F R E E Distribution =t 


GOSPEL TRACTS 


In America - + - + 100,000,000 People 
In Churches = + + + 40,000,000 People 
Where are the other 60,000,000 People 
Christians interested in evangelizing this multitude, 
Address THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
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Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
and Shanghai, China. These rates in- 
clude postage: 


$1 25 Five or more copies, either 
. to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 
year. 


$1 75 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.75 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid we allow one subscription additional 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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School Course at home inside two years. Meets 


LESSON FOR MARCH 23 (Josh. 23 : 1 to 24 : 28) 
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( Continued from the preceding page) 
men, railway men, telegraph and tele- 
phone operators ; for our sailors engaged 
in transporting ‘soldiers homeward, and 
for the soldiers themselves ; doctors and 
nurses in our hospitals, and all who do 
the important menial service in these 
institutions; for our medical investi- 
gators. |. 

Wed.—Prov. 1: 7-19. 
Warnings Against Evil Companionships. 
The oid adage runs, “A man is known 
by the company he keeps.” This is true; 
it is also true that very largely a_man 
is made by the company he keeps. There 
is a Christian law calling for separation 
from the companionship of the foolish. 
“My son, walk not in the way of them.” 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
in charge of the comi:g prohibition regu- 
lations; that the objectionable traffic in 
drugs may also be destroyed; for the 
great spiritual revival without ‘which re- 
pressive le islation will be a disappoint- 
ment; for the prisoners held in our jails, 
that they may be led to Christ by the 
efforts of Christian workers who are 
privileged to visit them. 
Thurs.—Judges 3: 1-8. 
Results of Evil Companionships. 
Evil associates drag downward. To 
company with apostates spells apostasy 
Canaanites left in the land become a 
curse. If we do not kill sin, sin will kill 
us. It is inevitable that corruption will 
come where sin is fostered. Evi! com- 
munications corrupt good manners. 
Christ is the soul’s true companion. 
PrAyER SuGcEsTions: Pray earnestly 
for a great missionary advance in South 
America; that the consecrated workérs 
who are praying for an increase of 
laborers this year may have the great 
joy of seeing their prayers abundantly 
answered; that peace between Chile and 


Peru may be preserved; that Mexico 


may be visited by times of blessing. 
Fri.—Josh. 24: 14-23. A Call to Decision. 


“Choose you—as for me,”—that is 
the true spirit of appeal. Others will 
pay little heed to our exhortation unless 
it is supported by our personal practises. 
Every man admits he ought to choose, 
some say they intend to choose, but very 
few say “I will.” What shall J do? 


Prayer Succestions: - Pray for the 
churches, that there may be a widespread 
return to the evangelical message ; that 
preachers of the Gospel, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, may be filled with a 
growing sense of the sufficiency of God; 
for a real extesion and deepening of 
the prayer spirit; for teachers in our 
seminaries, 

Sat.—1 Kings 18: 30-39. 
The Decision on Mount Carmel. 

The Kesitating multitude, like a bird 
hopping from twig to twig, wavered in 
theiw allegiance to Jehovah. The fire of 
the Lord was the deciding factor. When 
it fell, the people were amazed, prayer 
was answered, the prediction was ful- 
filled, the prophet of God was honored, 
and God glorified. 


PRAYER SucceEstions: Pray for an in- 
creasing number of those burdened with 
and interested in the needs of Israel; 
for the Jews in Poland, Rumania, and 
Russia; for all seeking to advance the 
knowledge of Christ among God’s an- 
cient people in this and other countries, 
and that soon the liberty of the sons 
of God may be known by the sons of 


Sun.—Psa. 3. A Prayer for Deliverance. 


The Psalm gives a picture of the 
eonety and security of believers, notwith- 
standing they have many foes. It is a 
great thing to learn the art of depend- 
ing on God and committing ourselves to 
Him. David’s trouble had brought him 
to his knees. Griefs do good when they 
set us praying. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for evan- 
gelists throughout the land, that the de- 
sire for crowds may not ensnare; that 
deep and strong work may be done ; that 
singers may sing in the Holy Spirit and 
that choirs may be composed of conse- 
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- Generation” 


| Imperfect flo less, ill sized 
or tough viadslie tere" es 


might be worked out in from four to 
forty generations. But you cannot afford 
4 year after year to select the best sam- 
ples from vine and plant and rear the 
seed to restore the perfect qualities na- 


~ ture ordained. 
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surance of garden success. 
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Baggage Transferred Free 
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G, Perhaps the expense was the only reason why you 
did not go last summer to a Christian Workers’ Con- 
ference that you have often wanted to attend. Why 
be concerned about the expense? 


G, Just let us know what conference you'd like to at- 
tend this coming summer, and you will promptly receive 
from us a simple suggestion that has settled the ques- 
tion for a good many others. A postal card, to-day! 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street - - - «= Philadelphia 
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crated persons; that the note of repen- 
tance for sin’may again be. present ins 
reality. 

New York City. 
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"Story and Song Service,"’an Easy Grade Cantataand 
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The Secret of Being a 





“ AVE you heard the news about Frank 
Jordan ?’’ 

This question quickly brought me to 
the little group which had gathered in the center 
of the office. Jordan and I started with the 
Great Eastern Machinery Co., within a month 
of each other, four years ago. 
dan was taken into the accounting division and I 
was sent out as salesman. Neither of us was 
blessed with an unusual amount of brilliancy, 
but we ‘‘ got by’’ in our new jobs well enough to 
hold them. ' 


Imagine my amazement, then, when I heard 
‘«Jordan’s just been made Treasurer of the Com- 
pany !’’ 

I could hardly believe my ears. But there 
was the ‘‘ Notice to Employees’’ on the bulletin 
board, telling about Jordan’s good fortune. 


Now I knew that Jordan was a capable fellow, 
quiet, and unassuming, but I never would have 
picked him for any such sudden rise. I knew, 
too, that the Treasurer of the Great Eastern had 
to be a big man, and I wondered how in the 
world Jordan landed the place. 


The first chance I got, I walked into Jordan’s 
new office and after congratulating him warmly, 
I asked him to let me ‘‘in’’ on the details of 
how he jumped ahead so quickly. His story is 
so intensely interesting that I am going to repeat it 
as closely as I remember. , 


I'll tell you just how it happened, George, be- 
cause you may pick up a pointer or two, that will 
help you. 

‘‘You remember how 
scared I used to be 
whenever I had to talk 
to the chief? You remem- 
ber how you used to tell 
me that every time I 
opened my mouth I put 
my foot into it, meaning 
of course that every time 
I spoke I got into trouble? 
You remember when 
Ralph Sinton left to take 
of the Western 








FREDERICK HOUK LAW 


A year ago, Jor- - 








As educator, lecturer, ex- 
ecutive, traveler and author 
few men are so well equip- 
ped by experience and 
training as Dr. Law to 
teach the art of effective 


speaking. His ‘* Mastery 


\} of Speech” is the fruit of 


2o years active lecturing 
and instruction in Eastern 
schools and colleges pre- 
ceded by an education at 
Oxford Academy, Amherst 
College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, the Teachers College, 
Brown University, and 
New York University. He 
holds the degrees of A.B., 
A.M, and Ph.D. 

r. Law is the author of 
two novels, two books of 
poetry, and editor of six 
school textbooks. At pres- 
ent he is lecturer in Egg- 
lish in New York Univer. 
sity, Lecturer in Pedagogy 
in the Extension Work of 
the College of the City of 
New York, Head of the 
Dept. of English in the 
Stuyvesant . S and 
writer of the Weekly Les- 
son Plans for the Indepen- 
deat. 








charge 
office and | was asked to 
present him with the loving 
cup the boys gave him, 
how flustered | was and 
how | couldn’t say a word 
because there were peo- 
ple around? You remem- 
ber how confused | used 
to be every time | met 
new people? I couldn’t 


say what I wanted to say > 


when | wanted to say it; 
and | determined that if 
there was any possible 
chance to learn how to 
@alk 1 was going to do 
it. 

‘‘The first thing I did 
was to buy a number of 


By GEORGE RAYMOND 


books on public speaking, but they seemed to 
be meant for those who wanted to become ora- 
tors, whereas what | wanted to learn was not only 
how to speak in public but how to speak to in- 
dividuals under various conditions in business 
and social life. 


‘*A few weeks later, just as I was about to give up 
hope of ever learning how to talk interestingly, I read 
an announcement stating that Dr. Frederick Houk Law 
of New York University had just completed a new 
course in business talking and public speaking en- 
titled ‘ Mastery of Speech.’ The course was offered 
on approval without money in advance, so since I 
had nothing whatever to lose by examining the les- 
sons, I sent for them and in a few days they arrived, 
I glanced through the entire eight lessons, reading 
headings and a few paragraphs here and there, and 
in about an hour the whole secret of effective speak- 
ing was opened to me. 


‘* For example, I learned why I had always lacked- 
confidence, why. talking had- always seemed some- 
thing to be dreaded whereas it is really the simplest 
thing in the world to ‘get up and talk." I learned 
how to secure complete attention to what I was 
saying and how to make everything I - said 
interesting, forceful and convincing. I learned 
the art of listening, the value of silence, and the 
power of brevity. Instead of being funny at the 
wrong time, I learned how and when to use humor 
with telling effect. 


‘* But perhaps the most wonderful thing about the 
lessons were the actual examples of what things to 
say and when to say them to meet every condition. 
I found that there was a knack in making oral re- 
ports to my superiors. I found that there was a 
right way and a wrong way to present complaints, to 
give estimates, and to issue orders. 


‘*I picked up some wonderful pointers about how 
to give. my opinions, about how to answer com- 
plaints, about how to ask the bank for a loan, about 
how to ask for extensions. Another thing that 
struck me forcibly was that instead of antagonizing 
people when I didn’t agree with them, I learned 
how to bring them around to my way of thinking 
in the most pleasant sort of way. Then, of course, along 
with those lessons there were chapters on speaking 
before large audiences, how to find material for 
talking and speaking, how to talk to friends, how to 
talk to servants, and how to talk to children. 


‘*Why, I got the secret the very first evening 
and it was only a short time before I was able 
to apply all of the principles and found that my 
words were beginning to have an almost magical 
effect upon everybody to whom I spoke. It seemed 
that I got things done instantly, where formerly, 
as you know, what I said ‘went in one ear and out 
the other.” I began to acquire an_ executive 
ability that surprised me. I smoothed out difficulties 
like a true diplomat. In my talks with the chief 
I spoke clearly, simply, convincingly. Then came 
my first promotion since I entered the accounting 
department. I was given the job of answering 
complaints, and I made good. From that I was 
given the job of making collections. When Mr. 
Buckley joined the Officers’ Training Camp, I was 


“Course, send only $5 in full payment. 
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made Treasurer. Between you and me, George, 
my salary is now $7,500 a year and I expect it will 
be more from the first of the year. 


*« And I want to tell you sincerely, that I attribute 


“my success solely to the fact that I learned how to 


talk to people.’’ 


When Jordan finished, I asked him for the ad. 


dress of the publishers of Dr. Law's course, and 
he gave it to me. I sent for it and found it tobe 
exactly as he had stated. After studying the eight 
simple lessons I began to sell to people who had 
previously refused to listen to me at all. After four 
months of record breaking sales during the dullest 
season of the year, I received a wire from the 
chief asking me to return to the home office. We 
had quite a long talk in which I explained how 
I was able to break sales records— and I was ap. 
pointed Sales Manager at almost twice my former 
salary. I know that there was nothing in me that 
had changed except that I had acquired the 
ability to talk where formerly I simply used 
**words without reason.’’ I can never thank Jordan 
enough for telling me about Dr, Law's Course in 
Business Talking and Public Speaking. Jordan 
and I are both spending all our spare time making 
public speeches on war subjects and Jordan is 
ce talked about now as Mayor of our little 
own. 


So confident is the Independent Corporation, publishers 
of “Mastery of Speech,” Dr. Law’s Course in Business 
Talking and Public Speaking, that once you have an op- 
portunity to see in your own home how you can, in one 
hour, learn the secret of speaking and how you can apply 
the principles of effective speech under all conditions, that 
they are willing to send you the Course on free examina- 
tion. 


Dpn’t send any money. Merely mail the coupon or 
write a letter and the complete Course will be sent, all 
charges prepaid, at once. If you are not entirely satisfied 
send it back any time within five days after you receive 
it and you will owe nothing. 

On the other hand, if you are as pleased as are. the 
thousands of other men and women who have used the 
You take no risk 
and you have everything to gain, so mail the coupon 
now before this remarkable offer is withdrawn. 





FREE EXAMINATION COUPON 


Independent Corporation 
Publishers of The Independent Weekly 


Dept. L-663 119 West 40th Street New York 


Please send me Dr. Frederick Houk Law’s 
‘* Mastery of Speech,’’ a Course in Business Talk- 
ing and Public Speaking in eight lessons. * I will 
either remail the Course to you within five days 
after its receipt, or send you $5. 
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